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AN ACT

Amending Titles 35 (Health and Safety) and 75 (Vehicles) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, regul ati ng energency
nmedi cal services systens; providing for |icensure; conferring
powers and duties on the Departnent of Health; further
defining "emergency vehicle"; providing for penalties;
provi di ng for Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund
di stributions; and nmaking a rel ated repeal .

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 35 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a chapter to read:

CHAPTER 72

A Prelimnary Provisions

B. Pr ogr am

C. M scel | aneous Provi si ons

SUBCHAPTER A

PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS




1 Sec.

2 7201. Short title of chapter.

3 7202. Declaration of policy.

4 7203. Definitions.

5 7204. Energency nedical services system prograns.

6 7205. Duties of departnent.

7 7206. Energency nedical services patient care reports.
8 7207. Pennsylvania Trauma Systens_ Foundati on.

9 7208. State Advisory Board.

10 7209. Reqgional energency nedical services councils.

11 § 7201. Short title of chapter.

12 This chapter shall be known _and nay be cited as the Energency

13 Medical Services System Act.

14 § 7202. Decl arati on of policy.

15 The General Assenbly finds and declares as follows:

16 (1) Energency nedical services is an essential public
17 service and frequently the health care safety net for many
18 Conmonweal t h resi dents.

19 (2) 1t is in the public interest to assure that there
20 are high quality and coordi nated energency and urgent nedi cal
21 services readily available to the residents of this

22 Conmonweal th to prevent premature death and reduce suffering
23 and disability which arise fromsevere illness and injury.

24 (3) The public interest under paragraph (2) is best

25 achi eved through a regul ated and coordi nated energency

26 nedi cal services system

27 (4) Transportation of both energency and nonenergency
28 patients is an integral part of the health care delivery

29 systemin this Commobnwealth, and it is in the public interest
30 t hat the energency nedical services system serve all persons
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in this Conmmonweal th who:

(i) require nedical care to address ill ness or

injury;

(ii) need transport to a hospital or other health

care facility to receive that care; and

(iii) require nedical assessnent, nonitoring,

assi stance, treatnent or observati on during any

(5) It serves the public interest if the energency

medi cal services systemis able to quickly adapt and evol ve

to neet the needs of the residents of this Commonweal th for

energency and urgent nedical care and to reduce their ill ness

and injury risks.

(6) It serves the public interest if the energency

medi cal services system provi des comuni ty-based health

pronoti on services that are integrated with the overal

health care system

(7) Energency nedi cal services should be acknow edged,

pronot ed and supported as an essential public service.

(8) This chapter shall be liberally construed to

establi sh and mai ntain an effective and efficient energency

medi cal services systemwhich is accessi ble on a uni form

basis to residents of this Commpbnwealth and to visitors to

this Conmonweal t h.

(9) Residents of this Commpnweal th and visitors to this

Commpnweal th shoul d have pronpt and uni npeded access to

urgent and energency nedi cal care throughout this

Commpnweal t h.

(10) The Departnent of Health should continually assess

and, as needed, revise the functi ons of energency nedi cal
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1 servi ces _agencies and providers and ot her conponents of the
2 energency nedical services systemthat it requl ates under

3 this chapter, to:

4 (i) inprove the quality of energency nedica

5 services provided in this Commonweal t h;

6 (ii) have the energency nedical services system

7 adapt to changing needs of the residents of this

8 Conmonweal t h; and

9 (iii) pronote the recruitnent and retention of

10 persons willing and qualified to serve as energency

11 nedi cal services providers in this Conmonweal t h.

12 (11) The energency nedical services system should be

13 fully integrated with the overall health care system and in
14 particular with the public health system to identify, nodify
15 and manage illness and injury and illness and injury risks.
16 § 7203. Definitions.

17 The follow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

18 shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
19 context clearly indicates otherw se:
20 "Advanced energency nedical services." Energency nedical
21 services exceeding the scope of practice of an energency nedical
22 technician.
23 "Advanced energency nedical technician.” An individual who
24 is certified by the Departnent of Health as an advanced
25 energency nedical technician.
26 "Advanced life support squad vehicle."” A vehicle which:
27 (1) is nmaintained or operated to transport energency
28 nedi cal service providers above the advanced energency
29 nedi cal technician | evel, equipnent and supplies to
30 rendezvous with the crew of an anbul ance for the purpose of
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provi di ng advanced energency nedi cal services to patients;

and

(2) is not used in the transport of patients.

"ALS." Advanced |life support.

"Anbul ance."” A ground, water or air vehicle which is

mai nt ai ned or operated for the purpose of providi ng energency

medi cal services to and transportati on of patients.

"Anbul ance attendant." An individual who is 16 years of age

or older and satisfies one of the foll ow ng:

(1) Possesses a certificate evidenci ng successf ul

conpl eti on of an advanced first aid course sponsored by the

Anerican Red Cross and a current certificate evi dencing

successful conpletion of a cardi opul nobnary resuscitation

course acceptable to the Departnent of Health.

(2) Possesses a current certificate evidencing

successful conpletion of a course determ ned by the

Departnment of Health to be equivalent to the requirenents in

par agraph (1).

"Basi ¢ energency nedi cal services." Energency nedi cal

services included within but not exceeding the scope of practice

of an energency nedi cal technician.

"Basic |life support sguad vehicle." A vehicle which:

(1) is nmintained or operated to transport energency

medi cal services providers, equipnent and supplies to

rendezvous with the crew of an anbul ance for the purpose of

provi di ng energency nedi cal services at or bel ow the advanced

energency nedical technician | evel to patients; and

(2) is not used in the transport of patients.

"BLS." Basic |life support.

"Board." The State Advi sory Board, which is the Board of
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Directors of the Pennsyl vani a Energency Health Servi ces Council.

"Commpnweal th energency nedi cal services nedical director."

A physician who i s approved and enpl oyed by the Departnent of

Health to advise and fornulate policy on natters pertaining to

energency nedi cal services.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Commonweal th.

"Energency." A physiol ogical or psychol ogical illness or

injury of an individual such that a prudent | ayperson who

possesses an average know edge of health and nedici ne could

reasonably expect the absence of i mmedi ate energency nedi cal

services to result in:

(1) placing the health of the individual or, with

respect to a pregnant wonan, the health of the woman or her

unborn child, in serious jeopardy;

(2) serious inpairnment of bodily functions; or

(3) serious dysfunction of a bodily organ or part.

"Ener gency nedi cal responder” or "EMR " An individual who is

certified by the Departnent of Health as an energency nedi cal

"Ener gency nedi cal services" or "EMS." Any of the foll ow ng:

(1) The nedical care, including nedical assessnent,

nonitoring, treatnment, transportati on and observati on, which

may be provided to a person in responding to an actual or

reported energency to:

(i) prevent or protect against loss of life or a

deterioration in physiological or psychol ogi cal

condi tion; or

(ii) address pain or norbidity associated with the

person's conditi on.

(2) The transport of an individual wi th nedi cal
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assessnent, nonitoring, treatnent or observation of the

i ndi vi dual who, due to the individual's condition, requires

medi cal assessnent, nonitoring, treatnent or observati on

during the transport.

"Ener gency nedi cal services agency." An entity that engages

in the busi ness or service of providi ng energency nedi cal

services to patients within this Conmbnweal th by operati ng any

of the foll owi ng:

(1) An anbul ance.

(2) An advanced |life support squad vehicl e.

(3) A basic |life support squad vehi cl e.

(4) A quick response service.

(5) A special operations EMS service. This paragraph

i ncludes, but is not limted to:

(i) a tactical EMS service;

(ii) a wilderness EMS service;

(iii) a nmass-gathering EMS service; and

(iv) an urban search and rescue EMS servi ce.

(6) A vehicle or service which provi des energency

medi cal services outside of a health care facility, as

prescri bed by the Departnent of Health by reqgul ati on.

"Ener gency nedi cal services agency nedical director." A

physi ci an who i s enpl oyed by, contracts with or volunteers with

an energency nedi cal services agency either directly or through

an internediary to:

(1) evaluate the quality of patient care provided by the

energency nedi cal services providers utilized by the

energency nedi cal servi ces agency; and

(2) provide nedical qui dance and advice to the energency

medi cal servi ces agency.
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"Ener gency nedi cal services provider." Any of the foll ow ng:

(1) An energency nedi cal responder.

(2) An energency nedi cal technician.

(3) An advanced energency nedi cal technician.

(4) A paranedic.

(5) A prehospital reqi stered nurse.

(6) A prehospital physician extender.

(7) A prehospital energency nedi cal servi ces physici an.

(8) An individual prescribed by requl ati on of the

Departnment of Health to provide specialized energency nedi cal

servi ces.

"Ener gency nedi cal services system" The arrangenent of

personnel, facilities and equi pnent to prevent and manage

energencies in a geoqraphi c area.

"Enmer gency nedi cal services vehicle operator."” An individual

certified by the Departnent of Health to operate a qground

energency nedi cal services vehicl e.

"Ener gency nedi cal technician" or "EMI." An individual who

is certified by the Departnent of Health as an energency nedi cal

t echni ci an.

"Facility." A physical |ocation at which an entity operates

a health care facility |licensed under Federal or State | aw.

"Foundation." The Pennsyl vani a Trauma Systens Foundati on, a

nonprofit Pennsyl vani a corporati on whose function is to accredit

trauma centers in this Conmonweal t h.

"Hospital." An institution having an organi zed nedi cal staff

that is primarily engaged in providing to inpatients, by or

under the supervision of physicians, diagnostic and therapeutic

services or rehabilitation services for the care or

rehabilitation of injured, disabled, pregnant, diseased, sick or
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mentally ill persons. The termincludes a facility for the

di agnosi s and treatnent of disorders within the scope of

specific nmedical specialties. The term does not include a

facility caring exclusively for the nentally ill.

"Medi cal command facility." A distinct unit which contains

t he necessary equi pnent and personnel for providi ng nedical

command to and control over energency nedi cal services

"Medi cal conmmand order." An order issued by a nedical

command physici an to an energency nedi cal services provider who

is functioning on behalf of an energency nedi cal services

agency.

"Medi cal conmmand physician." A physician certified by the

Departnment of Health to qgive nedical conmand orders to energency

medi cal servi ces providers.

"Medi cal nonitoring." Perform ng conti nuous or periodic

observations of an individual's condition or continuati on of an

ordered treatnment plan for an individual to prevent pain,

suffering or the exacerbati on of a preexisting condition.

"Medi cal observation." Perform ng conti nuous or periodic

observations of an individual's stable condition to deterni ne

whet her there is a change in that condition.

"Paranedic.” An individual who is certified by the

Departnment of Health as a paranedic.

"Patient." An individual for whom an energency nedi cal

services provider is:

(1) providing energency nedi cal services on behalf of an

EMS agency: or

(2) required to provide energency nedi cal services on

behal f of an EMS agency because the individual's condition
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requires or may require nedi cal observati on, nonitoring,

assessnent or treatnent for an ill ness, disease, injury or

other disability.

"Peer review." The evaluation by health care providers of

the quality and efficiency of services ordered or perforned by

energency nedi cal services providers and physici ans who direct

or supervise EMS providers under this chapter and the

requl ati ons of the Departnent of Health.

"Physician." A person who has a currently reqgistered |icense

to practice nedicine or osteopathic nedicine in this

Commpnweal t h.

"Prehospi tal enmergency nedical services physician." A

physician who is certified by the Departnent of Health as a

prehospi tal energency nedi cal services physici an.

"Prehospi tal physician extender" or "PHPE." A physici an

assi stant who is certified by the Departnent of Health as a

pr ehospi tal physi ci an extender.

"Prehospital regi stered nurse" or "PHRN." A registered nurse

who is certified by the Departnent of Health as a prehospital

regi stered nurse.

"Qui ck response service" or "ORS." An operation in which

energency nedi cal services providers of an EMS agency:

(1) respond to an actual, reported or perceived

ener gency; and

(2) provide energency nedical services to patients

pendi ng the arrival of an anbul ance.

"Reqi onal energency nedi cal services council." A nonprofit

i ncorporated entity or appropriate equivalent that is assi gned

by the Departnent of Health to:

(1) plan, develop, mai ntain, expand and i nprove
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energency nedi cal services systens within a specific

geoqr aphic area of this Commpbnweal th; and

(2) coordinate those systens into a reqgi onal energency

medi cal services system

"Reqi onal energency nedi cal services nedical director." The

medi cal director of a reqgi onal energency nedi cal services

counci | .

"Revi ew organi zation." A conmttee whi ch engages i n peer

review as authorized by the requl ati ons of the Departnent of

"Rural area." An area outside urbani zed areas as defi ned by

the United States Bureau of the Census.

"Special care unit." An appropriately equi pped area of a

hospi tal where provision has been made for a concentrati on of

physi ci ans, nurses and others who have special skills and

experi ences to provide nedical care for critically ill patients.

"Traunm center." A facility accredited as a trauma center by

t he Pennsyl vania Trauma Systens Foundati on.

8§ 7204. Ener gency nedi cal services system prograns.

(a) Planning and coordi nati on. --The departnent shall pl an,

qgui de and coordi nate prograns on the following matters to

pronote effective and efficient operation of Statew de and

regi onal EMS systens:

(1) The nunber and distribution of EMS providers and

ot her persons inteqgral to an EMS system such as nedi cal

command physi ci ans and EMS agency nedical directors, with

appropriate trai ni ng and experi ence.

(2) Reasonably accessible training for EMS provi ders and

ot her persons inteqgral to an EMS system i ncluding clinical

trai ni ng and conti nui ng educati on prograns coordi nated with
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ot her prograns providing sinmlar, conplenentary and

suppl enental trai ni ng and educati on.

(3) The joining of personnel, facilities and equi pnent

coordi nated through a conmuni cati on systemto ensure that EMS

requests will be handl ed by conmmuni cations facilities that:

(i) wutilize energency nedi cal tel ecommuni cati ons

screening to deternine the appropri ate energency agency

(ii) are accessible to the general public through a

commpn t el ephone nunber and, where feasible, through the

uni versal energency tel ephone nunber 911:; and

(iii) wll have direct conmuni cati ons with

appropri ate personnel facilities and equi pnent resources.

(4) The nunber and distribution of anbul ances and ot her

EMS vehicles in which

(i) anbul ances and ot her vehicles nmeet appropriate

criteria relating to | ocation, design, performnce and

equi pnent; and

(ii) operators and ot her personnel staffing vehicles

nmeet appropriate trai ni ng and experi ence requirenents.

(5) The nunber and accessibility of facilities that:

(i) are collectively capable of providing EM5 on a

conti nuous basi s;

(ii) have appropriate specialty capabilities;

(iii) neet appropriate standards relating to

capacity, |ocation, personnel and equi pnent; and

(iv) are coordinated with other health care

facilities and resource centers.

(6) Access and transportation to trauma centers and

specialty care receiving facilities.
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1 (7) Transfer of patients between facilities or to

2 prograns offering necessary followup care and

3 rehabilitation.

4 (8) Uilization of appropriate personnel, facilities and
5 equi pnent of each entity providing EMS.

6 (9) Regional EMS councils that provide persons residing
7 in an EMS region, and who have no professional or financial
8 interest in the provision of health care, with an adequate

9 opportunity to participate in the making of policy for the
10 regi onal EMS system

11 (10) The provision of EM5S to all persons requiring those
12 services.

13 (11) A standardi zed data collection systemthat covers
14 all phases of the EMS incident, including, but not linmted
15 to, the dispatch report and contact, treatnent and transport
16 of a patient in the EMS system

17 (12) Prograns of public education, information and

18 prevention, integrated with public health education and

19 taking into account needs of visitors and residents,
20 concerning nethods for accessing EMS and stressing
21 di ssem nation of information as to first aid and
22 car di opul nobnary resuscitation.
23 (13) The provision of periodic conprehensive review and
24 eval uation of the extent and quality of the EMS provided in
25 each regional EMS system and reports to the departnent of
26 each review or evaluation
27 (14) Plans to assure that each regional EMS systemw ||
28 be able to provide or secure ENMS during nass casualty
29 situations, natural disasters and declared states of
30 enmergency in accordance with Chapter 71 (relating to general
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1 provisions) and the instructions of the Pennsyl vani a

2 Enmer gency Managenent Agency.

3 (15) Appropriate intrastate and interstate arrangenents
4 for the provision of EM5 as needed.

5 (b) Limtations.--This section is intended to identify EMS
6 objectives to be pursued and achi eved by the departnent in its
7 role as |ead agency for EMS. Nothing herein shall be construed
8 to confer requlatory powers upon the departnent beyond those

9 conferred el sewhere in this chapter

10 8§ 7205. Duties of departnent.

11 (a) Duty.--1t shall be the duty of the departnment to assi st
12 in the devel opnent of |ocal EMS systens; plan, guide and

13 coordi nate devel opnent of regional EMS systens into a unified
14 Statew de system and coordinate systens in this Commonweal th
15 with simlar systens in neighboring states.

16 (b) Authority.--The departnent shall be the | ead agency for
17 EMS in this Commonweal th. The departnent is authorized to:

18 (1) Coordinate a program for planning, devel oping,

19 mai nt ai ni ng, expandi ng, inproving and upgradi ng EMS systens
20 in this Commonweal th.
21 (2) Establish, by regulation, standards and criteria
22 governing the awarding and adm nistration of contracts and
23 grants under this chapter for initiation, naintenance and
24 i nprovenent of regional EMS systens.
25 (3) Require collection and naintenance of patient data
26 and information in EVMS patient care reports by EMS agenci es.
27 (4) Collect, as deened necessary and appropriate, data
28 and information regarding patients who utilize energency
29 departnents w thout being adnmtted to the facility and
30 patients adm tted through energency departnents, trauna
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centers or directly to special care units, in a nmanner that

protects and nmaintains the confidential nature of patient

records. The data and i nformati on shall be reasonable in

detail and shall be coll ected pursuant to regul ati ons i ssued

by the departnent. Data and i nformati on shall be limted to

t hat which may be used for specific planning, research and

qual ity i nprovenent purposes and shall not be duplicative of

data and informati on already avail able to the departnent.

(5) Prepare and revise a Statew de EMS system pl an under

section 7211 (relating to conprehensi ve pl an).

(6) Define and approve trai ni ng prograns and accredit

educational institutions for EMS trai ni ng of EMS providers.

(7) Provide technical assistance to | ocal governnents,

EMS agenci es and other entities for the purpose of assuring

effecti ve pl anni ng and executi on of ENS.

(8) Adnminister contracts and grants authori zed under

this chapter and other grants pertaining to ENS.

(9) Establish standards for the licensing, registration

and operation of EMS agencies, and i nspect EMS agenci es for

conpliance with this chapter and requl ati ons adopted under

this chapter

(10) WMaintain a quality inprovenent programfor the

pur pose of nopnitoring and i nprovi ng the delivery of ENS.

(11) Pronul gate requl ati ons to establish standards and

criteria for EMS systens.

(12) Integrate all traunm centers accredited pursuant to

section 7207 (relating to Pennsyl vani a Trauma Systens

Foundati on) into the Statew de EM5 system

(13) Recommend to 911 and ot her EMS agency di spatchers

protocols with respect to the type and quantity of ENMS
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resources to di spatch to energenci es.

(14) |Investigate, based upon conpl aints and i nformati on

recei ved, possible violations of this chapter and regul ati ons

under this chapter and take disciplinary actions, seek

i njunctions and refer matters for crimnal prosecution.

(15) Investigate conpl aints concerni ng delivery of

services by traunn centers and forward i nvestigation results

to the appropriate accrediting entity with a reconmendati on

for action.

(16) Enter into agreenents with other states which nmay

i nclude, as appropriate to effectuate the purposes of this

chapter, the acceptance of EMS resources of other states that

do not fully satisfy the requirenments of this chapter or

requl ati ons adopted under this chapter.

(c) EMS protocols.--The departnent shall establish criteria

and protocols, including bypass protocols, for eval uation,

triage, treatnent, transport, transfer and referral of patients

to ensure that they recei ve appropri ate EMS and are transported

to the nost appropriate facility. Regi onal EMS councils shal

not be eligible for contracts or grant funds or State ENMS

Operati ng Fund di sbursenents unl ess they assi st in ensuring

regi onal inplenentation of the criteria and protocols. Protocols

under this subsection are not subject to the rul emaki ng process.

8§ 7206. Ener gency nedi cal services patient care reports.

(a) Preparation.--An EMS agency shall ensure that its

respondi ng EMS providers conpl ete an ENMS pati ent care report for

each response made in which it encounters a patient or a person

who has been identified as a patient to the EMS agency, unl ess

the departnment by requl ati on exenpts certain types of patient

contact fromthe reporting requi renent. The departnent shal
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enpl oy an el ectronic EMS patient care reporting process that

shall solicit standardi zed data and patient infornmati on. The

departnent may require an EMS agency to conplete a different

standardi zed report or different fields in a standardi zed report

based upon the type of resources the EMS agency uses in

respondi ng. The departnent shall permt an EMS agency to file a

paper report for extraordi nary reasons as detern ned by the

departnent on a case-by-case basi s.

(b)Y Content.--The report shall contain i nformati on as

solicited on the formor other reporting process devel oped by

the department. The reporting process shall solicit essenti al

informati on in reasonable detail. The departnent may al so use

the reporting process to collect data to enhance its ability to

carry out its responsibilities under sections 7204 (relating to

energency nedi cal services system prograns) and 7205 (rel ati ng

to duties of departnent).

(c) Patient nedical record.--If a patient is transported to

a hospital or froma hospital to another health care facility,

i nformati on about the patient and EMS perforned on the patient

that is solicited through the reporti ng process shall be

provi ded by the EMS agency to the hospital or other health care

facility and becone part of the patient's nedi cal record.

(d) Reporting.--An EMS agency shall report to the departnent

or a regional EMS council, as determnm ned by depart nent

requl ation, data that is solicited through the reporting

(e) Confidentiality.--

(1) Patient information coll ected by an EM5 agency shal

be confidential and shall not be rel eased by the EMS agency

or a health care facility except as foll ows:
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(i) To the patient who is the subject of the report

or to a person who is authorized to exercise the rights

of the patient with respect to securing the report.

(ii) Pursuant to an order of a court of conpetent

jurisdiction, including a subpoena when it constitutes a

court order, except that disclosure pursuant to a

subpoena shall not be permtted as to information in the

report that is of such nature that disclosure pursuant to

a subpoena i s not otherw se authorized by | aw.

(iii) To a health care provider to whoma patient's

medi cal record may be rel eased under the | aw.

(iv) For billing purposes.

(v) For quality inprovenent activities.

(vi) To the departnent or a regional EMS council for

t he purpose of investigati ng possible violations of this

chapter or rel ated requl ati ons.

(vii) To a governnment agency or its agent, as

aut hori zed by the departnent, for the purpose of the

agency perform ng official governnment duties.

(2) Notwithstanding the duty of confidentiality

applicable to departnent and regi onal EMS councils concerni ng

reports under paragraph (1), the report nay be rel eased for

specific research or EMS pl anni ng pur poses approved by the

departnent, subject to departnent approval and supervision to

ensure that use of the report is strictly limted to the

pur poses of the research.

(f) Vendors.--A vendor nay not sell or otherw se provide or

offer reporting forns or software narketed as appropriate for

use in naking reports required under this section unless the

vendor subnmits the product to the departnment for review and

2008051420B2073 - 18 -
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recei ves departnent approval. Thereafter, the vendor shal

submt any nodification of the product to the departnent for

revi ew and approval if the vendor intends to offer the nodified

product for use in the EMS patient care reporting process. |f

t he department nmkes changes to the EMS patient care report, it

shal|l publish a notice of the changes in the Pennsyl vani a

Bulletin. The effective date for the changes shall be no fewer

than 60 days foll owi ng publication. After publication of

changes, a vendor nmay not nmarket a product as one appropri ate

for use in nmaking an EMS patient care report, any reporting

fornms or software approved by the departnent prior to

publicati on of the changes unl ess the vendor clearly discl oses

that the forns or software were approved prior to publication of

t he changes. The departnent nmay assess a vendor a $5, 000 ci vil

penalty for each day a vendor violates the provisions of this

subsecti on.

8§ 7207. Pennsyl vani a Trauma Systens Foundati on.

(a) Traunmm center accreditation.--The foundati on shal

devel op a private voluntary accreditati on programto:

(1) Establish standards for the operati on of traunma

centers in this Commpbnweal th, adopting, at a m ni num current

quidelines for trauna centers defined by the Aneri can Col |l ege

of Surgeons for Level |, Level Il and Level |1l trauma
centers. Additionally, Level 11l trauma centers shall neet
accreditation criteria for Level |Ill trauna centers inposed

by the act of March 24, 2004, (P.L.148, No.15), known as the

Pennsyl vani a Trauna Systens Stabilization Act. For the

pur pose of reaccreditation, the standards shall require, at a

m ni nrum that each Level | trauma center establish that 600

severe and urgent injury cases have been treated per year and
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each Level |l trauma center establish that 350 severe and

urgent injury cases have been treated per year.

(2) Evaluate a hospital nmking application to the

foundation to determne if the hospital neets the

f oundati on's standards. Eval uati on shall include hospital

site visits by accreditati on survey teans conposed of

i ndependent, qualified persons sel ected by the foundati on.

(3) |Issue certificates of accreditation to hospitals

that neet the accreditation standards. Certificates of

accreditation shall be valid for a period not to exceed three

vears. Certificates of accreditati on may be revoked by the

foundation if it is determned that the trauma center no

| onger neets accreditati on standards as set forth in this

(4) Establish an appeal nechani sm for reconsi derati on of

accredi tati on deci si ons.

(b)Y Judicial review --A person aggri eved by a determ nati on

of the foundati on under this section nay file a petition for

review within 30 days in an appropriate court of common pl eas.

(c) Prohibition.--No hospital shall hold itself out as a

trauma center unless it has a current certificate of

accreditation i ssued under this section.

(d) Board of directors.--The board of directors of the

f oundati on shall consist of the follow ng voting nenbers: five

representati ves of State organi zati ons representi ng physi ci ans;

five representatives of State organi zati ons representing

hospitals; two representati ves of State organi zati ons

representing regi stered professional nurses; two representatives

of other Statew de EMS organi zati ons havi ng expertise in

delivery of traunma services; the chairnman and mnority chairnan
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of the Public Health and Wel fare Conmittee of the Senate, or

desi gnees chosen from anobng the nmenbers of the commttee; the

chairman and mnority chairman of the Heal th and Human Servi ces

Committee of the House of Representatives, or desi gnees chosen

fromanong the nenbers of the conmittee; and the Secretary of

Health or a desi gnee. The byl aws of the foundati on shal

identify a nethod to sel ect nenbers to achi eve professi onal and

geoqr aphi ¢ bal ance on the board of directors. Terns of office

shall be linmted to three years.

(e) Data collection.--The foundati on shall conpil e and

mai ntain statistics on nortality and norbidity on nmulti system

trauma victins. The data coll ection shall be coordi nated and

perforned in conjunction with State data coll ection activities.

8 7208. State Advi sory Board.

(a) Designation and conposition.--The board shall be

conposed of volunteer, professional and parapr of essi onal

organi zations involved in EMS. The board shall be geoqgraphically

representative of the provider organi zati ons that represent ENMS

providers, firefighters, regional EMS councils, physicians,

hospital admi nistrators and other health care providers

concerned with EMS. The board may be conposed of up to 30

organi zati ons. Each organi zation that is a nenber of the

Pennsyl vani a Energency Health Services Council, and elected to

serve as a nenber on the board, shall have one vote on the

(b) Duties.--The duties of the board shall be to:

(1) Elect officers.

(2) Advise the departnent concerni ng nanpower and

trai ni ng, conmmuni cati ons, EMS agenci es, content of

requl ati ons, standards and policies pronul gated by the
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departnent under this chapter and other subjects deened

appropri ate by the departnent.

(3) Serve as the forum for discussion on the content of

the Statewi de EMS system pl an, or any proposed revisi ons

thereto, and advi se the departnent as to the content of the

plan.

(c) Open neetings.--Metings of the board shall be held in

accordance with 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open neetings).

(d) Terns.--A voting nenber of the board shall serve a

three-year term A voting nmenber shall not serve nore than two

consecutive terns.

(e) Quorum--A sinple npjority of the voti ng nenbers of the

board shall constitute a quorum for the transacti on of busi ness.

(f) Conpensation.--Mnbers of the board shall serve w thout

conpensati on, except the Pennsyl vani a Energency Health Servi ces

Council, through its contract or grant with the departnent, nmay

pay necessary and reasonabl e expenses i ncurred by nenbers of the

board while performng their official duties.

(g) Contracts and grants.--The departnent shall contract

with or provide a grant to the board for perfornmance of its work

under subsection (b). Contracts and grants between the

departnent and the board for the perfornmance of work other than

under subsection (b) shall be subject to section 7212 (rel ating

to contracts and grants) where applicabl e.

8 7209. Regi onal energency nedi cal servi ces councils.

(a) Purpose.--Regional EMS councils shall assist the

departnent in carrying out the provisions of this chapter. Each

regi onal EMS council shall adhere to policy direction fromthe

depart nent.

(b)Y Organi zation.--For purposes of this chapter, the
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organi zational structure of a regi onal EMS council shall be

representative of the public, health professi ons and nmj or

pri vate and public voluntary agenci es, organi zati ons and

instituti ons concerned with providing EMS in the regi on and

shall be one of the foll ow ng:

(1) A unit of general |ocal government, with an advi sory

council, neeting requirenents for representation.

(2) A representative public entity adnm nistering a

conpact or other area-w de arrangenent or consortium

(3) Any other public or private nonprofit entity that

nmeets requirenents for representati on as determ ned by the

depart nent.

(c) Duties.--Each reqgional EMS council shall, if directed by

t he depart nent:

(1) Assist the departnent in achieving the Statew de and

regi onal EMS system conponents and goals descri bed in section

7204 (relating to energency nedi cal services system

prograns) .

(2) Assist the departnent in the collection and

mai nt enance of standardi zed data and i nfornati on as provi ded

in section 7206 (relating to energency nedi cal services

pati ent care reports).

(3) Prepare, annually review and revi se as needed a

regi onal EMS system plan for the EMS reqi on the depart nent

has desi gnated and for which the departnent has contracted or

provided a grant to it to serve.

(4) Carry out, to the extent feasible, the Statew de and

regi onal EMS system pl ans.

(5) Assure the reasonable availability of training and

conti nui ng educati on prograns for EMS providers.
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(6) Provide necessary and reasonabl e staff services and

appropri ate and convenient office facilities that can serve

as the EMS region's | ocation for the pl anni ng, mai ntenance

and coordi nati ve and eval uati ve functions of the council.

(7) Establish a mechanismto provide for input from

facilities and EMS agencies in the EMS region in decisions

that include, but are not linmted to, nenbership on its

gover ni ng body.

(8) Establish, subject to departnment approval, regi onal

EMS triage, treatnent and transport protocols consistent with

St at ewi de protocols adopted by the departnent. A reqi onal EMS

council may al so establish, subject to departnent approval,

addi tional triage, treatnent and transport protocols. No

regi onal protocol shall be subject to the rul enmaki ng process.

(9) Advise public safety answeri ng poi nts and nuni ci pal

and county governnents as to the EMS resources avail able for

di spat chi ng and recommend di spatch criteria that may be

devel oped by the departnent or the council as approved by the

depart nent.

(10) Assist the departnent in achieving a unified

St at ewi de EMS system

(11) Designate a regi onal EMS nedi cal director and

establish a nedi cal advisory commttee and a quality

i nprovenent conm tt ee.

(12) Develop a conflict of interest policy, subject to

departnent approval, and require its board or advi sory

council nenbers, officials and enpl oyees to agree to the

policy in witing.

(13) Performother duties assigned by the departnment to

assi st the departnent in carrying out the requirenents of
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this chapter

(d)

Regi onal EMS nedi cal directors.--The departnent shal

consult with the reqgional EMS nmedical directors in devel opi ng

and adopti ng EMS protocols and may consult with them on any

matter involved in the departnent's administration of this
chapter.
SUBCHAPTER B
PROGRAM
Sec.
7211. Conprehensive pl an.

7212. Contracts and grants.

7213. Enmergency nedical services providers.

7214. Energency nedi cal responders.

7215. Enmergency nedi cal technicians.

7216. Advanced energency nedi cal technicians.

7217. Par anedi cs.

7218. Prehospital registered nurses.

7219. Prehospital physician extenders.

7220. Prehospital energency nedical services physicians.

7221. Certification sanctions.

7222. Energency nedical services vehicle operators.

7223. Suspension of certification.

7224. Energency nedical services instructors.

7225. Medical director of energency nedical services agency.

7226. Medi cal command physicians and facility nedical
directors.

7227. Medical command facilities.

7228. Receiving facilities.

7229. Energency nedical services agenci es.

7230. Advanced |ife support anbul ances.
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1 7231. Air_anbul ances.

2 7232. Advanced life support squad vehi cl es.

3 7233. Basic life support_ anbul ances.

4 7234. Basic life support squad vehicles.

5 7235. Quick response_seryvices.

6 7236. Special operations energency nedical services.

7 7237. First aid and other safety services.

8 7238. Oher _vehicles and services.

9 7239. Stretcher and wheel chair _vehicl es.

10 7240. Conditional tenporary licenses.

11 7241. Plans of correction.

12 7242. Energency nedical services agency |icense sanctions.

13 § 7211. Conprehensive plan.

14 (a) Preparation.--

15 (1) The departnent, with the assistance of the board,
16 shal|l prepare a Statew de EMS system plan, which plan_shal
17 include both short-range and | ong-range goals and objectives,
18 and shall neke the plan available to the General Assenbly and
19 all concerned agencies, entities and individuals.
20 (2) A reqgional EMS system plan, upon approval of the
21 departnent, shall:
22 (i) Becone part of the Statew de EMS system pl an
23 (ii) Include for the EMS region the sane types of
24 infornmation that subsection (b) requires for the
25 St atewi de_pl an
26 (b) Contents.--At a mninum the Statew de plan_shal
27 contain:
28 (1) An inventory of EMS resources available within this
29 Commonweal t h.
30 (2) An assessnent of the effectiveness of the existing
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EMS system and a determ nati on of the need for changes to the

EMS system

(3) Performance neasures for delivery of EMS to al

persons in this Commonweal t h.

(4) Methods to be used in achieving the stated

per f or rance neasur es.

(5) A schedule for achi evenent of the stated performance

neasur es.

(6) A nethod for nonitoring and eval uati ng whet her the

stated perfornmance neasures are bei ng achi eved.

(7)) Estinmated costs for achi eving the stated performance

neasur es.

(c) Revisions.--

(1) The departnent shall coll ect and anal yze EMS dat a

for the purpose of:

(i) Revising the Statew de EM5 system pl an,

i ncluding determ ning the status of the Statew de ENMS

system the deqgree of conpliance with the requirenents of

this chapter and the effecti veness of EMS systens in

reducing norbidity and nortality associ ated wi th nedi cal

ener genci es.

(ii) Planning future EMS systeminitiatives.

(2) Persons regul ated by the departnent under this

chapter and di spatchers of EMS agenci es shall provi de data,

w t hout charge, as reasonably reguested by the departnent and

regi onal EMS councils, to aid themin devel opi ng and revi si ng

St at ewi de and reqgi onal EMS system pl ans and i n conducti ng

i nvestigati ons under this chapter as authorized by the

depart nent.

(d) Annual reports.--The departnent shall annually publish
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conpr ehensi ve and specific reports of activity and pl an

i mpl enent ati on.

(e) Use of Statew de plan. --

(1) The departnent shall use the Statew de plan for

contract and grant purposes as set forth in section 7212(a)

(relating to contract and grants).

(2) Nothing in the Statewi de plan shall be construed to

vest the departnent with any regqul atory authority.

8§ 7212. Contracts and grants.

(a) GCeneral power.--The departnent may enter into contracts

or grants with entities to serve as reqi onal EMS councils

responsible for the initiation, expansi on, nai ntenance and

i mprovenent of regi onal EMS systens that are in accordance w th

the Statew de EMS system pl an.

(b)) Limtation.--An entity with which the departnent enters

into a contract or grant under this section to serve as a

regi onal EMS council shall carry out the duties assigned by the

departnent under section 7209(c) (relating to regi onal energency

medi cal services councils).

(c) Purposes.--In contracting with or giving a grant to

regi onal EMS councils, the departnment nay all ocate Energency

Medi cal Services Operati ng Fund noneys appropriated to the

departnent only for the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) Providing prograns of public education, informtion,

health pronoti on and preventi on regardi ngq ENS.

(2) Purchasi ng anmbul ances, other EMS vehicl es, nedical

equi pnent and rescue equi pnent.

(3) Applying to costs associ ated with conducti ng

training and testing prograns for EMS providers.

(4) Applying to costs associated with i nspecti ons and
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1 i nvestigations conducted to assist the departnent to carry

2 out its requlatory authority under this chapter.

3 (5) Purchasing communi cati ons _equi pnent and_servi ces,

4 including alerting equi pnent, provided that the purchases are
5 in accordance with the Statew de EMS system pl an.

6 (6) Assisting with the nerger of EMS agencies or

7 assisting an EMS agency to acquire another EMS agency, when

8 t he departnent deternines circunstances exi st such that the

9 transaction and financial assistance are needed to serve the
10 public interest.

11 (7) Applying to costs associated with the naintenance

12 and operation of regional EMS councils. Those costs nay

13 include, but shall not be linted to, salaries, wages and

14 benefits of staff; travel; equipnent and supplies; |easing of
15 of fice space; and other costs incidental to the conduct of

16 busi ness which are deened by the departnent to be necessary
17 and appropriate for carrying out the purposes of this

18 chapter.

19 (8) Applying to costs associated with collection and
20 analysis of data necessary to evaluate the effectiveness of
21 EMS systens in providing EMS5 and to adnm nister quality
22 i nprovenent prograns.
23 (9) Applying to costs associated with assisting EMS
24 agencies to recruit and retain EVS providers.
25 (d) Restriction.--In contracting with or providing grants to
26 regional EMS councils, the departnent nmay not allocate Energency
27 Medical Services Operating Fund noneys appropriated to the
28 departnent for the foll ow ng purposes:
29 (1) Acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of
30 facilities or buildings, except renovation as nmay be
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necessary for the inplenentation or nodificati on of ENMS

conmuni cati on systens.

(2) Purchasing hospital equi pnent, other than

communi cati ons equi pnent for nedi cal conmand and recei vi ng

facilities, unless the equi pnent is used or i ntended to be

used i n an equi pnent exchange program w th EMS agenci es.

(3) WMai ntenance of anbul ances, other EMS vehicl es and

equi prent .

(4) Applying to costs deened by the departnent as

i nappropriate for carrying out the purposes of this chapter.

(5) Applying to costs which are nornmally borne by

pati ents, except for extraordinary costs as determ ned by the

depart nent.

(e) Reports.--The recipient of a contract or grant under

this chapter shall nmake reports to the departnent as may be

requi red by the departnent.

(f) Contract and grant prerequisites.--The departnent shal

not contract with or provide a grant to an entity for that

entity to serve as a regional EMS council unl ess:

(1) The entity has subnmitted a contract or grant

application to the departnent in a formand format prescri bed

by the departnent that is consistent with the Statew de and

regi onal EMS system pl ans.

(2) The application addresses pl anni ng, nmi nt enance and

i nprovenent of the regi onal EMS system

(3) The entity denonstrates to the departnent's

sati sfaction the qualifications and conm tnment to pl an,

mai ntain and i nprove a regi onal EMS system and that the

entity has the required organi zati onal structure and

provi sion for representati on of appropriate entities.
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(g) Techni cal assistance.--The departnent shall provide

t echni cal assi stance, as appropriate, to regi onal EMS councils

and to such other eligible entities as necessary for the purpose

of their carrying out the provisions of contracts and grants

and grantees representing rural areas.

(h) Paynents.--Paynments pursuant to a contract or drant

under this section may be nmade in advance or by way of

1
2
3
4
5 wunder this section, with special consideration for contractors
6
7
8
9

rei nbursenent and in install nents and on conditions as the

10 departnent determnes will npbst effectively carry out the

11 provisions of this chapter.

12 (i) Oher funds considered.--

13 (1) In determning the ambunt of a contract or grant

14 under this section, the ambunt of funds available to the

15 contractor or grantee fromnon-State contributions and

16 Federal grant or contract prograns pertaining to EMS shall be
17 taken into consideration.

18 (2) For purposes of this subsection, "non-State

19 contributions” include the outlay of cash and in-kind

20 services to the contractor or grantee or toward the operation
21 of a regional EMS system by private, public or governnent

22 third parties, including the Federal Governnent.

23 (j) Oher contracts and grants.--The departnent nmay enter

24 into contracts and grants with organi zati ons ot her than regi onal

25 EMS councils in order to assist the departnent in conplying with

26 the provisions of this section and chapter.

27 (k) Public disclosure.--

28 (1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2),

29 finalized contracts and grants shall be deened public records
30 subj ect to disclosure.
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(2) The departnent nmay not disclose infornmation in

contracts or grants that could be used by persons to

undernmi ne neasures to conbat, respond to or recover from

terrorist attacks.

(1) Sole source contract or grant.--Upon expiration of a

contract or grant with an entity to carry out the duties of a

regi onal EMS council as set forth in subsection (c), the

departnent, w thout undertaking a conpetitive biddi ng process,

may enter into a new contract or grant with the same entity for

that entity to continue to serve as a regi onal EMS council and

performthe duties set forth in subsection (c), as deterni ned by

the departnment, if that entity in carrying out the prior

contract or dgrant denpnstrated its ability and commtnent to the

departnent's satisfaction to plan, nmaintain and i nprove the

regi onal EMS system consistent with the terns of the prior

contract or grant.

8§ 7213. Ener gency nedi cal services providers.

(a) Certification.--The departnent shall issue

certifications for the followi ng types of EMS providers, which

shal|l be pernmanent, subject to disciplinary acti on pursuant to

section 7221 (relating to certificati on sancti ons):

(1) Energency nedi cal responder.

(2) Energency nedi cal technician.

(3) Advanced energency nedi cal technician.

(4) Paranedic.

(5) Prehospital reqgi stered nurse.

(6) Prehospital physician extender.

(7) Prehospital EMS physi ci an.

(8) Any other class of EMS provider the depart nent

est abl i shes by requl ati on.
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(b)) Oher energency nedi cal services providers.--The

departnent may establish by regul ati on as the need ari ses

cl asses of EMS providers to provide specialized EM5. The

requl ati ons shall establish certification, practice,

di sci plinary and ot her provider standards consistent with the

pur poses of this chapter, and the statutory requl atory schenes

applicable to paranedi cs except as necessary to neet the speci al

EMS needs for which the class of EMS provider is created.

(c) Application.--An applicant for EMS provi der

certification shall conplete an application for certificati on on

a formor through an el ectronic applicati on process prescri bed

by the departnent.

(d) Education.--The departnent shall assist, encourage and

coordi nate the educati on of EMS providers.

(1) The departnent shall devel op standards through

requl ations for the accreditation, reaccreditati on and

operati on of educational institutes to provide the training

persons nust successfully conplete to be certified as EMS

(2) The departnent shall devel op standards through

requl ati ons for the approval of continui ng educati on courses

for EMS providers and the accreditati on of persons and

Commpnweal th agenci es that provide conti nui ng educati on ENMS

providers may take to secure renewal of regqi stration.

(3) The departnent, in consultation with the board,

shall review and update the pernmitted scope of conti nui ng

educati on prograns not | ess than biennially.

(4) |If the educational institute or provi der of

conti nui ng educati on courses fails to satisfy the operati onal

standards or continue to neet the accreditati on standards,
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the departnment nay take one or nore of the foll owi ng actions:

(i) Deny the application for reaccreditation.

(ii) |Inpose terns of probation.

(iii) Revoke, suspend, limt or otherw se restrict

the accreditation.

(iv) Inpose a civil penalty not exceedi ng $1, 000 for

each i nfracti on.

(e) Exaninations.--

(1) A person who intends to secure ENMS provi der

certification shall take the required certification

exanm nations within one year after conpleting the ENMS

provider training required for certification.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsection, a

person who fails a witten or practical skills exam nati on

for an EMS provider certification nay repeat the fail ed

exan nation wi thout retaking the exanm nation the person

(3) A person who fails the witten exan nati on three

tinmes shall conplete a refresher course approved by the

departnent or repeat the EMS provider training prodgram before

t aki ng the exam nati on agai n.

(4) A person who fails the practical skills exam nati on

three tinme shall conplete a renedi al course approved by the

departnent or repeat the EMS provider training program before

agai n taking the exani nati on.

(5) A person who fails either exam nation six tines or

who does not pass the required exam nations within two yvears

after conpleting the EMS provider trai ni ng program shal

receive no credit for an exani nati on previ ously passed and

shall repeat the training programfor the EMS provider
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1 certification before the person nay take the certification

2 exam nati ons_agai n.

3 (6) If the standards a person needs to satisfy to take a
4 certification exam nation change after the person has failed
5 t he exam nation, the person nay not retake the exam nation

6 unl ess the person neets the new standards.

7 (7) The departnent may, by requlation, change the

8 standards in this subsection.

9 (f) Reciprocity and endorsenent.--The departnent nay issue
10 EMS provider certifications by reciprocity or endorsenent as

11 follows:

12 (1) If the departnent, upon review of the criteria for
13 certification of a type of EMS provider in another state,

14 determnes that the criteria is substantially equivalent to
15 the criteria for a simlar certification in this

16 Conmonweal th, the departnent may enter into a reciprocity

17 agreenent with its counterpart certifying agency in the other
18 state to certify that type of EMS provider based solely on

19 the other state's certification of the provider. No
20 reciprocity agreenent nay deprive the departnent from denying
21 a certification based on disciplinary considerations.
22 (2) If the departnent, upon review of a course or_an
23 exam nation approved by another state for EMS provider
24 certification or continuing education, or upon review of a
25 nati onal course or exam nation, determ nes that the course or
26 exam nation neets or exceeds the standards for such a course
27 or _exam nation for a simlar type of certification in this
28 Conmonweal th, or for registration of the certification, the
29 departnent nmay endorse the course or exami nation as neeting
30 the course or _exam nation requirenents for that type of ENS
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1 provider certification in acting upon an applicant's

2 application for certification or registration of the

3 certification in this Commonweal th.

4 (g) Skills.--The departnent shall publish in the

5 Pennsylvania Bulletin a list of skills within the scope of

6 practice of each type of EMS provider. The |list shall be updated
7 by publication as necessary.

8 (h) Medical command orders and protocols.--

9 (1) An EMS provider, other than a prehospital EMS

10 physi cian, shall provide EMS pursuant to departnent-approved
11 prot ocol s and nedi cal conmmand orders.

12 (2) The protocols shall identify circunstances in which
13 an EMS provider shall seek direction froma nedical conmand
14 physi cian, which direction may be given by the physician in
15 person or through an authorized agent or via radio or other
16 t el econmuni cati ons devi ce approved by the departnent, and

17 shal | address the responsibilities of an EMS provider when
18 nedi cal _command cannot be secured or is disrupted.

19 (i) Reports of convictions, discipline and exclusions.--
20 (1) An applicant for an EMS provider certification shal
21 report to the departnent all m sdeneanor, felony and other
22 crimnal convictions that are not sunmary or equival ent
23 of fenses, and all disciplinary sanctions that have been
24 i nposed upon a license, certification or other authorization
25 of the applicant to practice an occupation or profession, and
26 any exclusion froma Federal or State health care program of
27 the applicant or an entity in which the applicant had equity
28 or capital, stock or profits of the entity equal to at | east
29 5% of the value of the property or assets of the entity at
30 the tine of the exclusion.
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(2) The applicant shall al so provide the departnent with

a certified copy of the crimnal chargi ng, judgnment and

sent enci ng docunents for each conviction and a certified copy

of an adjudicati on or other docunent inposing discipline

agai nst the appli cant.

(3) The departnent nmay not certify an applicant until

t he department recei ves the docunents, unl ess the appli cant

establi shes that the docunents fromwhich certified copies

are to be nade no | onger exi st.

(4) An EMS provider shall report the sane type of

convi ctions, disciplinary sancti ons and excl usi ons and

provi de the sane docunents to the departnent within 30 days

after each conviction, discipline and excl usi on.

(i) ldentification.--

(1) An EMS provider shall provide proof of authority to

practice as an EMS provider if requested when providing

services as an EMS provi der.

(2) For purposes of this subsection, "proof of authority

to practice" neans a card or certificate i ssued by the

departnent that shows current regi strati on of the ENMS

provider's certification.

(k) Change of address. --

(1) An EMS provider and an applicant for EMS provider

certification shall ensure that the departnent has the

current address at which the person can be reached by nmil at

(2) Neither an EMS provider's honme address, tel ephone

nunber nor any other residential contact information provided

to the departnent shall be deened a public record.

(1) Current registration.--To provide EMS, an EMS provi der
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shall maintain current regi stration of his certification as an

2 EMS provider.
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(m Downgrading certification or practice. --

(1) An EMS provider who has a currently reqi stered

certification as an advanced EMI or hi gher-|evel EMS provider

and is not permtted to practice at that | evel by an ENMS

agency pursuant to sections 7225(b)(2) (relating to nedi cal

director of energency nedi cal services agency) and 7229( k)

(relating to energency nedi cal services agencies), nay

function as a |l ower-|level EMS provider for that EMS agency,

as authorized by the EMS agency nedical director, if the EMS

agency pernits.

(2) Upon expiration of the biennial reqistration period,

an EMS provider who is at or above the advanced EMI | evel and

whose practice for an EMS agency has been downgr aded pursuant

to sections 7225(b)(2) and 7229(k) may choose to nmi ntain

current registration of the EMS provider's certification by

meeti ng the biennial reqgistration requirenents for that

certification.

(3) An EMS provider who has a currently reqi stered

certification as an advanced EMI or hi gher-|evel EMS provider

and does not nmeet the requirenments for biennial reqgistration

of that certification nay apply to and secure fromthe

departnent regi stration of a | ower-1evel EMS provider

certification if the EMS provider neets the regi strati on

requi renents for that certification

(4) Instead of a registration certificate, the

departnent shall issue a |ower-level certification to an EMS

provi der who does not already have that certification and

applies for a reqgistration of that certification under this
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1 subsecti on.

2 (5) An EMS provider whose practice |evel has been

3 downgr aded under this section and who does not nmintain

4 current registration of the higher-level certification my
5 not display an insignia, patch or any other indicia of the
6 hi gher-level certification when providing EMS.

7 (n) Biennial registrations.--

8 (1) The biennial registration of each EMS provider

9 certification subject to a biennial registration requirenent
10 shal |l expire on January 1 of the next even-nunbered year.

11 (2) The continuing education requirenents for the

12 bi ennial registration following the initial registration of a
13 certification shall be prorated based upon the nonth in which
14 t he EMS provider becane certified, wth any fractional

15 requi renent rounded down.

16 8§ 7214. Energency nedical responders.

17 (a) Scope of practice.--An EMR perforns for _an EMS agency
18 BLS skills involving basic interventions with m ni num EMS

19 equipnent as foll ows:
20 (1) As a nmenber of a QRS to stabilize and inprove a
21 patient's condition in an out-of-hospital energency until a
22 hi gher-level EMS provider arrives at the scene and then nay
23 assi st that EMS provider.
24 (2) As a nenber of the crew of an anbul ance.
25 (3) In another capacity as authorized by the departnent
26 by requl ati on.
27 (b) Certification.--The departnent shall certify as an EMR
28 an_individual who neets all of the follow ng:
29 (1) Is at least 16 years of age.
30 (2) Has successfully conpleted an EMR training course
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approved by the departnent.

(3) Has a current certificate evidenci ngq successf ul

conpl etion of a CPR course acceptable to the departnent.

(4) Has passed an EMR skills practical exani nation

approved by the departnent.

(5) Has passed a witten EMR certificati on exanm nati on

approved by the departnent.

(c) Triennial registration.--An EMR s certification is

deened reqgi stered for three years after i ssuance. An EMR nust

regi ster the EMR certification at three-year intervals by

conpl eting an application for triennial registration on a form

or through an el ectronic process, as prescribed by the

departnent. The follow ng shall apply:

(1) The departnent shall issue a triennial registration

of an EMR certification to an EMR who neets all of the

(i) Has a current reqgistration and applies for a new

regi stration no | ater than:

(A) 30 days before the current registration is

to expire; or

(B) a lesser tinme established by requl ati on of

t he depart nent.

(ii) Successfully:

(A conpletes EMR triennial registrati on

practical skills and witten know edge exani nati ons

approved by the departnent; or

(B) secures continuing education credits for EMR

triennial reqgistration as required by the departnent

in continuing educati on prograns approved by the

depart nent.
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(2) An EMR whose reqgistration of an EMR certification

has expired nust qualify for a triennial registration of the

certification as prescri bed by requl ati on of the departnent.

(d) Transition for first responders.--An individual who is

certified as a first responder on the effective date of this

section shall be considered to be an EMR with a current

regi strati on and shall be subject to the triennial registration

requi renents of an EMR The regi strati on of the EMR

certification shall expire on the sane date the first responder

certification would have expired if the first responder

certification remained in effect.

(e) Transition for anbul ance attendants.--An individual who

is an anbul ance attendant on the effective date of this section

shall be considered to be an EMR with a current reqi strati on and

shall be subject to the triennial registration requirenents of

an EMR. The regi stration of the EMR certification shall expire

on the sane date that the person's qualifications as an

anbul ance attendant expire and woul d have needed to be renewed.

8§ 7215. Ener gency nedi cal technici ans.

(a) Scope of practice.--An EMI perforns basic EMS skills

i nvol ving basic interventi ons and equi pnent found on an ENMS

vehicle as foll ows:

(1) For an EMS agency as a nenber of the crew of an

anbul ance.

(2) For an EMS agency as a nenber of a ORS to stabilize

and i nprove a patient's condition in an out-of-hospital

setting until an anbul ance arrives, and then nmay assi st the

anbul ance crew.

(3) As a first aid or safety officer, or in a simlar

capacity, for or independent of an EMS agency, as prescri bed
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by requl ati on of the departnent.

(4) For an EMS agency in another capacity authorized by

requl ati on of the departnent.

(b)Y Certification.--The departnent shall certify as an EMI

an i ndividual who neets all of the foll ow ng:

(1) |Is at least 16 years of age.

(2) Has successfully conpleted an EMI trai ni ng course

(i) teaches basic EMS; and

(ii) is approved by the departnent.

(3) Has a current certificate evidenci ngq successf ul

conpl etion of a CPR course acceptable to the departnent.

(4) Has passed an EMI skills practical exani nation

approved by the departnent.

(5) Has passed a witten EMI certificati on exan nati on

approved by the departnent.

(c) Triennial registration.--An EMI"s certification is

deened reqgi stered for three years after i ssuance. An EMI nust

regi ster the EMI certification at three-year intervals by

conpl eting an application for triennial registration on a form

or through an el ectronic process, as prescribed by the

departnent. The follow ng shall apply:

(1) The departnent shall issue a triennial registration

of an EMI certification to an EMI who neets all of the

(i) Has a current reqgistration and applies for a new

regi stration no | ater than:

(A) 30 days before the current registration is

to expire; or

(B) a lesser tinme established by requl ati on of

2008051420B2073 - 42 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N
= O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

t he depart nent.

(ii) Successfully:

(A) conpletes EMI triennial registrati on

practical skills and witten know edge exani nati ons

approved by the departnent; or

(B) secures continuing education credits for EMI

triennial reqgistration as required by the departnent

in continuing educati on prograns approved by the

depart nent.

(2) An EMI whose reqgistration of an EMI certification

has expired nust qualify for a triennial registration of the

certification as prescri bed by requl ati on of the departnent.

8§ 7216. Advanced energency nedi cal technici ans.

(a) Scope of practice.--An advanced EMI perforns basi c ENMS

and ALS skills which include interventi ons and adm ni strati on of

medi cati ons with basi ¢ and advanced equi pnent found on an ENMS

vehicle as foll ows:

(1) For an EMS agency as a nenber of the crew of an

anbul ance.

(2) For an EMS agency as a nenber of a ORS to stabilize

and i nprove a patient's condition in an out-of-hospital

energency until an anbul ance arrives at the scene and then

may assi st the anbul ance crew.

(3) An a first aid or safety officer, or in a simlar

capacity, for or independent of an EMS agency, as prescri bed

by requl ati on of the departnent.

(4) For an EMS agency in another capacity as authori zed

by requl ati on of the departnent.

(b)Y Certification.--The departnent shall certify as an

advanced EMI an i ndi vi dual who neets all of the foll ow ng:
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1 (1) Is at least 18 years of age.

2 (2) Has successfully conpleted a course under

3 subparagraph (i) or (ii):

4 (i) An advanced EM training course which:

5 (A) teaches basic life support skills;

6 (B) teaches advanced life support skills deened
7 appropriate by regulation of the departnent; and

8 (C) is approved by the departnent.

9 (ii) An EMI course and secured training and

10 education, through continuing education courses, in

11 skills included in the scope of practice for an advanced
12 EMI for which the applicant did not receive training in
13 t he EMI cour se.

14 (3) Has a current certificate evidencing successful

15 conpletion of a CPR course acceptable to the departnent.

16 (4) Has passed an advanced EMI skills practical

17 exam nation_approved by the departnent.

18 (5) Has passed a witten advanced EMI certification

19 exam nation_approved by the departnent.
20 (c) Biennial registration.--An advanced EMI's certification
21 is deened registered when the certification is issued. The
22 initial registration shall expire as set forth in section
23 7213(n) (relating to energency nedical services providers).
24 Except for the initial registration period, an advanced EMI nust
25 reqgister the advanced EMI certification at two-year intervals by
26 conpleting an application for biennial registration on a formor
27 through an electronic process, as prescribed by regul ation of
28 the departnent. The follow ng shall apply:
29 (1) The departnent shall issue a biennial registration
30 of an advanced EMI certification to an advanced EMI who neets
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1 all of the follow ng:

2 (i) Has a current registration and applies for a new

3 regi stration no |ater than:

4 (A) 30 days before the current registration is

5 to expire; or

6 (B) a lesser tine established by regul ation of

7 t he departnent.

8 (ii) Successfully:

9 (A) conpletes advanced EMI biennial registration
10 practical skills and witten know edge exam nations
11 approved by the departnent; or
12 (B) secures continuing education credits for
13 advanced EMI biennial registration as required by the
14 departnent in continuing education prograns approved
15 by the departnent.

16 (2) An advanced EMI whose registration of an advanced
17 EMI certification has expired nust qualify for a bienni al

18 registration of the certification as prescribed by requlation
19 of the departnent.

20 8§ 7217. Paranedics.

21 (a) Scope of practice.--A paranedic is a higher |evel ENS
22 provider than an advanced EMI. A paranedic perforns basic and
23 advanced EMS skills which include interventions and

24 admnistration of nedications with basic and advanced equi pnent
25 found on an EMS vehicle as foll ows:

26 (1) For an EMS agency as a nenber of the crew of an

27 anbul ance.

28 (2) For an EMS agency as a nenber of a QRS to stabilize
29 and inprove a patient's condition in an out-of-hospital

30 energency until an anbul ance arrives at the scene and then
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may assi st the anmbul ance crew.

(3) As a first aid or safety officer, or in a simlar

capacity, for or independent of an EMS agency, as prescri bed

by requl ati on of the departnent.

(4) For an EMS agency in another capacity authorized by

requl ati on of the departnent.

(b)Y Paranedic training.--To be eligible to enroll in a

paranedi ¢ trai ning course required for certification as a

par anedi ¢, an individual nust satisfy all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Be at | east 18 years of age when the course

conmences.

(2) Have a high school diploma or its equival ent.

(3) Be currently certified by the departnent as an EMI

or advanced EM.

(c) Certification.--The departnent shall certify as a

par anedi ¢ an EMI' or advanced EMI who neets all of the foll ow ng:

(1) |Is at |least 18 years of age.

(2) Has successfully conpleted a paranedi c training

course which

(i) teaches basic |life support skills:;

(ii) teaches advanced life support skills deened

appropri ate by requl ati on of the departnent; and

(iii) is approved by the departnent.

(3) Has a current certificate evidenci ngq successf ul

conpl etion of a CPR course acceptable to the departnent.

(4) Has passed a paranedic skills practical exam nati on

approved by the departnent.

(5) Has passed a witten paranedic certification

exanm nati on approved by the departnent.

(d) Biennial registration.--A paranedic's certification is
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deened regi stered when the certification is issued. The initial

regi strati on shall expire as set forth in section 7213(n)

(relating to energency nedi cal services providers). Except for

the initial reqgistration period, a paranedic nmust reqi ster the

paranedi c certification at two-year intervals by conpl eti ng an

application for biennial registration on a formor through an

el ectroni c process as prescri bed by requl ati on of the

departnent. The follow ng shall apply:

(1) The departnent shall issue a biennial registration

of a paranedic certification to a paranedic who neets all of

the foll ow ng:

(i) Has a current reqgistration and applies for a new

regi stration no | ater than:

(A) 30 days before the current registration is

to expire; or

(B) a lesser tinme established by requl ati on of

t he depart nent.

(ii) Successfully secures continui ng educati on

credits for paranedic biennial reqgistration as required

by the departnent in continuing educati on prograns

approved by the departnent.

(2) A paranedic whose reqi stration of a paranedic

certification has expired nust qualify for a biennial

regi stration of the certification as prescri bed by requl ati on

of the departnent.

8§ 7218. Prehospital regi stered nurses.

(a) Scope of practice.--A PHRN is a higher | evel ENMS

provi der than an advanced EMI. A PHRN perforns for an EMS agency

basi ¢ and advanced EMS skills and as authori zed by the

departnent additional nursing skills within the scope of
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practice of a regi stered nurse under the act of May 22, 1951

(P.L.317, No.69), known as The Professional Nursing Law, or a

successor act, as foll ows:

(1) As a nenber of the crew of an anbul ance.

(2) As a nenber of a ORS to stabilize and i nprove a

patient's condition in an out-of-hospital energency until an

anbul ance arrives at the scene and then nay assi st the

anbul ance crew.

(3) As a first aid or safety officer, or in a simlar

capacity, as prescribed by requl ati on of the departnent.

(4) |In another capacity as authorized by reqgul ati on of

t he depart nent.

(b)Y Certification.--The departnent shall certify as a PHRN

an individual who neets all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Has a current license as a regi stered nurse with the

State Board of Nursing.

(2) |Is at |least 18 years of age.

(3) Has a current certificate evidenci ngq successf ul

conpl etion of a CPR course acceptable to the departnent.

(4) Has passed a PHRN skills practical exani nation

approved by the departnent.

(5) Has passed a witten PHRN certificati on exanm nati on

approved by the departnent.

(c) Biennial registration.--A PHRN s certification is deened

regi stered when the certification is issued. The initial

regi strati on shall expire as set forth in section 7213(n)

(relating to energency nedi cal services providers). Except for

the initial reqgistration period, a PHRN nust regi ster the PHRN

certification at two-year intervals by conpl eting an application

for biennial reqgistration on a formor through an el ectronic
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process, as prescribed by reqgul ation of the departnent. The

foll owi ng shall apply:

(1) The departnent shall issue a biennial registration

of a PHRN certification to a PHRN who neets all of the

(i) Has a current reqgistration and applies for a new

regi stration no | ater than:

(A) 30 days before the current registration is

to expire; or

(B) a lesser tinme established by requl ati on of

t he depart nent.

(ii) Has current registration of a reqgi stered nurse

i cense.

(iii) Successfully secures continui ng educati on

credits for PHRN biennial regi stration as required by the

departnent in continuing educati on proqgrans approved by

t he depart nent.

(2) A PHRN whose reqgistration of a PHRN certification

has expired nust qualify for a biennial reqgistration of the

certification as prescri bed by requl ati on of the departnent.

8§ 7219. Pr ehospi tal physi ci an extenders.

(a) Scope of practice.--A PHPE is a higher | evel ENMS

provi der than an advanced EMI. A PHPE perforns for an EMS agency

basi ¢ and advanced EMS skills and as authori zed by requl ati on of

t he departnment additi onal physician assistant skills within the

scope of practice of a physician assi stant under the act of

Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medi cal

Practi ce Act of 1985, or the act of October 5, 1978 (P.L. 1109,

No. 261), known as the Osteopathic Medical Practice Act, or a

successor act, as follows, but supervision of a PHPE shall be
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conducted as set forth in this chapter:

(1) As a nenber of the crew of an anbul ance.

(2) As a nenber of a ORS to stabilize and i nprove a

patient's condition in an out-of-hospital energency until an

anbul ance arrives at the scene and then nay assi st the

anbul ance crew.

(3) As a first aid or safety officer, or in a simlar

capacity, for an EMS agency as prescri bed by regul ati on of

t he depart nent.

(4) |In another capacity as authorized by reqgul ati on of

t he depart nent.

(b)Y Certification.--The departnent shall certify as a PHPE a

physi ci an assi stant who neets all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Has a currently reqgistered |license as a physici an

assistant with the State Board of Medicine or the State Board

of Osteopat hic Medi ci ne.

(2) |Is at |least 18 years of age.

(3) Has a current certificate evidenci ngq successf ul

conpl etion of a CPR course acceptable to the departnent.

(4) Has passed a PHPE skills practical exani nation

approved by the departnent.

(5) Has passed a witten PHPE certificati on exanm nati on

approved by the departnent.

(c) Biennial registration.--A PHPE's certification is deened

regi stered when the certification is issued. The initial

regi strati on shall expire as set forth in section 7213(n)

(relating to energency nedi cal services providers). Except for

the initial reqgistration period, a PHPE nust reqi ster the PHPE

certification at two-year intervals by conpl eting an application

for biennial reqgistration on a formor through an el ectronic
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process as prescri bed by regul ation of the departnent. The

foll owi ng shall apply:

(1) The departnent shall issue a biennial registration

of a PHPE certification to a PHPE who:

(i) Has a current reqgistration and applies for a new

regi stration no | ater than:

(A) 30 days before the current registration is

to expire; or

(B) a lesser tinme as established by requl ati on

of the departnent.

(ii) Has current registrati on of a physici an

assi stant |icense.

(iii) Successfully secures continui ng educati on

credits for PHPE biennial registration as required by the

departnent in continuing educati on proqgrans approved by

t he depart nent.

(2) A PHPE whose reqgistration of a PHPE certification

has expired nust qualify for a biennial reqgistration of the

certification as prescri bed by requl ati on of the departnent.

8§ 7220. Prehospi tal energency nedi cal services physici ans.

(a) Scope of practice.--A prehospital EMS physician is a

hi gher | evel EMS provider than an advanced EMI. A prehospital

EMS physician perforns for an EMS agency basi ¢ and advanced ENMS

skills within the scope of practice of a physician under the act

of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medi cal

Practi ce Act of 1985 or the act of October 5, 1978 (P.L. 1109,

No. 261), known as the Osteopathic Medical Practice Act, as

applicable, or a successor act, as foll ows:

(1) As a nenber of the crew of an anbul ance.

(2) As a nenber of a ORS to stabilize and i nprove a
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1 patient's condition in an out-of-hospital energency.

2 (3) As a first aid or safety officer, or in a sinlar
3 capacity, as prescribed by regulation of the departnent.

4 (4) In another capacity authorized by regulation of the
5 depart nent.

6 (b) Certification.--The departnment shall certify as a

7 prehospital EMS physician a physician who has:

8 (1) Successfully conpleted one or nore of the follow ng:
9 (i) An energency nedicine residency programthat is
10 accredited by a residency program accrediting body

11 recogni zed by the State Board of Medicine or the State
12 Board of Osteopathic Medicine.

13 (ii) The first year of an energency nedicine

14 resi dency programthat satisfies the requirenents of

15 subparagraph (i) and has successfully conpleted prograns
16 approved by the departnent in advanced cardiac life

17 support, advanced trauma |ife support and advanced

18 pediatric |life support.

19 (iii) An anesthesia, famly practice, interna
20 nedi ci ne or _general surgery residency programthat is
21 accepted by either the State Board of Medicine or the
22 State Board of Osteopathic Medicine as providing the
23 graduate nedical training the board requires for issuance
24 of a physician license without restriction and has
25 successfully conpl eted prograns approved by the
26 departnent in advanced cardiac life support, advanced
27 trauma life support and advanced pediatric |life support.
28 (2) Acurrent certificate evidencing successful
29 conpletion of a CPR course acceptable to the departnent.
30 (3) Passed an EMS skills practical exam nation approved
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by the departnent or served as a prehospital health

pr of essi onal physician prior to the effective date of this

secti on.

(c) Biennial registration.--A prehospital EMS physician's

certification is deened reqgi stered when the certification is

issued. The initial reqgistration shall expire under section

7213(n) (relating to energency nedi cal services providers).

Except for the initial reqgistrati on period, a prehospital ENMS

physi ci an shall regi ster the prehospital EMS physici an

certification at two-year intervals by conpl eting an application

for biennial reqgistration on a formor through an el ectronic

process as prescri bed by the departnment. The foll owi ng shal

apply:

(1) The departnent shall issue a biennial registration

of a prehospital EMS physician certification to a prehospital

EMS physici an who neets all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Has a current reqgistration and applies for a new

regi stration no | ater than 30 days before the current

registration is to expire or wwthin a | esser tine period

as the departnment nmy establish by reqgul ati on.

(ii) Has current registrati on of a physici an

i cense.

(iii) Successfully secures continui ng educati on

credits for prehospital EMS physici an bi enni al

regi stration as requi red by the departnent in conti nui ng

educati on prograns approved by the departnent.

(2) A prehospital EMS physici an whose reqi stration of a

prehospi tal EMS physician certificati on has expired shal

qualify for a biennial reqgistration of the certification as

prescri bed by requl ati on of the departnent.
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(d) Transition for prehospital health professional

physi ci ans. -- A physi ci an who served as a prehospital health

pr of essi onal physician prior to the effective date of this

section and who satisfies the certification requirenents under

subsection (b)(1) nay serve as a prehospital EMS physician for

90 days after the effective date of this section w thout having

secured a certification as a prehospital EMS physi ci an.

§ 7221. Certification sanctions.

(a) Gounds for discipline.--The departnent nmay discipline

an EMS provider or applicant for EMS provider certification for

any of the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) Lack of physical or nental ability to provide

adequat e servi ces.

(2) Deceptive or fraudul ent procurenment or

representation of certification or registrati on credenti al s,

or for maki ng m sl eadi ng, deceptive or untrue representati ons

to secure or aid or abet another person to secure a

certification, license, reqgistrati on or any other

aut hori zation i ssued by the departnent under this chapter.

(3) WIIful or negligent m sconduct in providing EMS or

practi ci ng beyond the scope of certificati on authorization

wi thout |egal authority to do so.

(4) Abuse or abandonnent of a patient.

(5) The rendering of services while under the infl uence

of alcohol, illegal drugs or the knowi ng abuse of | egal

(6) The operation of an energency vehicle in a reckl ess

manner or while under the influence of alcohol, illegal drugs

or the knowi ng abuse of | egal drugs.

(7) Disclosure of nedical or other infornmati on about a
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pati ent where prohi bited by Federal or State | aw.

(8) WIIful preparation or filing of a fal se nedical

report or record or the i nducenent of others to do so.

(9) Destruction of a nedical report or record required

to be nmi nt ai ned.

(10) Refusal to render energency nedi cal care because of

a patient's race, sex, creed, national origin, sexual

pr ef erence, age, handi cap, nedi cal problem or financi al

inability to pay.

(11) Failure to conply wi th departnent-approved

(12) Failure to conply with reporting requirenents

i nposed under this chapter or as established by the

depart nent.

(13) Practicing without the current reqgi stration of a

certification.

(14) Conviction of a felony, a crinme related to the

practice of the EMS provider or a crine involving noral

turpi tude. For the purposes of this paragraph a conviction

i ncludes a judgnent of quilt, a plea of quilty or a plea of

nol o cont ender e.

(15) WIIlful falsification of or a failure to conpl ete

details on an EMS patient care report.

(16) M sappropriati on of drugs or EMS agency property.

(17) Having a certification or other authorization to

practi ce a profession or occupati on revoked, suspended or

subj ected to other disciplinary sanction.

(18) Violating, or aiding or abetti ng another person to

violate, a duty i nposed under this chapter, a requl ation

pronul gated under this chapter or an order of the departnent
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1 previously entered in a disciplinary proceeding.

2 (19) Based upon a finding of m sconduct by the rel evant
3 Federal or State agency, having been excluded from a Federal
4 or_State health care program or having had equity or capital,
5 stock or profits of an entity equal to 5% or nore of the

6 value of the property or assets of the entity when it was

7 excluded froma Federal or State health care program

8 (20) Any other reason as determ ned by the depart nent

9 whi ch poses a threat to the health and safety of the public.
10 (b) Disciplinary options.--1f the departnent is enpowered to
11 take disciplinary action against an individual under this

12 section, the departnent may do one or nore of the follow ng:

13 (1) Deny the application for certification.

14 (2) Issue a public reprinmand.

15 (3) Revoke, suspend, limt or otherw se restrict the

16 certification.

17 (4) Require the person to take refresher educati onal

18 courses.

19 (5) Inpose a civil noney penalty not exceeding $1, 000
20 for each incident in which the EMS provider engages in
21 conduct that constitutes a basis for discipline.
22 (6) Stay enforcenent of any suspension, revocation or
23 ot her discipline and place the individual on probation with
24 the right to vacate the probationary order for nonconpliance.
25 (c) Registration of certification.--The departnment shall not

26 deny a registration of an EMS provider certificati on w thout

27 qiving the applicant prior notice of the reason for the deni al

28 and providing an opportunity for a hearing.

29 (d) Reinstatenent.--A person whose certification has been

30 revoked may not apply for reinstatenent of that certification. A
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person nay petition the departnent for all owance to apply for a

new certification five years fromthe effective date of the

revocation by filing with the departnent a petition that avers

facts to establish that the person has been rehabilitated to an

extent that issuing the person a certification would not be

detrinental to the public interest. The departnent may qgrant or

deny the petition, without conducting a hearing, if it accepts

as true all facts averred, other than the concl usory avernents,

such as that the person has been rehabilitated. |If the

departnent grants the person all owance to apply for a new

certification, the person shall repeat the training program and

the certification exam nations for the | evel of certification

for which the person is applying and satisfy all other

requi renents for the certification that exist at the tine of

reapplication. |If the departnent does not grant the person

al l owance to apply for a new certification, the person nay not

again petition the departnent for all owance to apply for a new

certification until another year fromthe date of denial.

8§ 7222. Ener gency nedi cal services vehi cl e operators.

(a) Certification.--An EMS vehicle operator certification

shal|l be pernmanent, subject to disciplinary action under this

section. The departnent shall certify as an EMS vehi cl e operator

a person who neets all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Conpletes an application for an EMS vehi cl e oper at or

certification on a formor through an el ectroni c application

process, as prescri bed by the departnent.

(2) |Is at |least 18 years of age.

(3) Has a current license to operate the vehicle.

(4) |Is not addicted to al cohol or drugs.

(5) |Is free fromphysical or nental defect or di sease
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that may inpair the person's ability to drive an EMS vehi cl e.

(6) Has successfully conpl eted an enmergency vehicle

operator's course of instruction approved by the departnent.

(7) Has not:

(i) Been convicted within the | ast four years prior

to the date of application of driving under the influence

of al cohol or drugs.

(ii) Wthin the |ast two years prior to the date of

application, been convicted of reckless driving or had a

driver's |license suspended due to use of drugs or al cohol

or a noving traffic violation.

(8) Has successfully conpl eted an enmergency vehicle

operator's course of instruction approved by the departnent

follow ng a disqualification fromcertification under

par agraph (7), regardl ess of whether the person successfully

conpl eted the course previously.

(b) Reqgistration.--An EMS vehicle operator shall register

the EMS vehicle operator's certification. Except as otherw se

provided in this subsection, an EMS vehicle operator's

certification shall be deened regi stered for three years after

i ssuance. An EMS vehicle operator may not operate a ground ENMS

vehicle unless the certification is currently regi stered. The

foll owi ng shall apply:

(1) The departnent shall issue a registrati on of an ENMS

vehicl e operator certification to an EMS vehi cl e operator who

meets all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Conpletes an application for registrati on on a

formor through an el ectroni c applicati on process, as

prescri bed by the departnent.

(ii) Has a current reqistration and applies for a
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new reqi stration no later than 30 days before the current

registration is to expire, or wwthin a | esser tine period

as the departnment nmy establish by reqgul ati on.

(iii) Has a current license to operate the vehicle.

(iv) Successfully conpletes continui ng educati on

credits for EMS vehicle operators as required by the

departnent in continuing educati on proqgrans approved by

t he depart nent.

(2) |If a person who is i ssued an EMS vehi cl e oper at or

certification also has an EMS provider certification, the

regi strati on of the EMS vehicle operator certification shal

expire at the sane tine as the registrati on of the EMS

provider certification. |If the person does not nmintain

current registration of the EMS provider certification, the

regi strati on of the EMS vehicle operator certification shal

conti nue on the sane renewal cycle. |If an EMS vehicle

operator who is an EMS provi der becones certified as a

hi gher-1evel EMS provider, the regi strati on of the ENMS

vehi cl e operator certification shall expire at the sane tine

as the reqgistrati on of the hi gher-1evel EMS provider

certification.

(3) If an EMS provider certification is subject to a

bi ennial registration cycle, the conti nui ng educati on

requi renents for the reqgistration of the EMS vehicl e operator

certification following the initial reqgistration of the

certification shall be prorated based upon the nmonth in which

the EMS provider becane certified, with any fracti onal

requi renent rounded down.

(4) An EMS vehicl e operator whose regi strati on of an ENS

vehicl e operator certification has expired shall qualify for
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a biennial registration of the certification as prescri bed by

requl ati on of the departnent.

(c) Transition for ENMS vehicle operators.--An individual who

served as an EMS vehicle operator prior to the effecti ve date of

this section and who sati sfies the EMS vehi cl e oper at or

certification requirenents under subsection (a) may serve as an

EMS vehicle operator for 90 days after the effective date of

this section wi thout having secured a certification as an EMS

vehi cl e operator.

(d) G ounds for discipline.--The departnent may suspend or

revoke, or, as applicable, refuse to i ssue an EMS vehicl e

operator certification for any of the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) Lack of physical or nental ability to operate an ENS

vehi cl e.

(2) Deceptive or fraudul ent procurenment or

representation of certification or registrati on credenti al s,

or neki ng m sl eadi nq, deceptive or untrue representations to

secure a certification or regi strati on.

(3) The operation of an energency vehicle in a reckl ess

manner or while under the influence of alcohol, illegal drugs

or the knowi ng abuse of | egal drugs.

(4) Having a driver's license suspended due to use of

al cohol or drugs or a noving traffic violation.

(5) Conviction of a felony or crine involving noral

turpi tude. For the purposes of this paragraph a conviction

i ncludes a judgnent of quilt, a plea of quilty or a plea of

nol o cont ender e.

(6) Failing to performa duty inposed upon an EMS

vehi cl e operator under this chapter or a related requl ati on.

(7) Oher reasons as deternm ned by the departnent which

2008051420B2073 - 60 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

pose a threat to the health and safety of the public.

(e) Suspension of certification.--1f the departnent suspends

a certification it nmay al so i npose conditions for the lifting of

t he suspension including requiring the person to successfully

repeat an energency vehicle operator's course approved by the

depart nent.

(f) Reporting responsibilities and autonmati ¢ suspensi on. - - An

EMS vehicle operator shall report to the departnent within 30

days a suspension of that person's driver's |license or a

convi ction of reckless driving, a felony, a m sdeneanor or any

other crine that is not a summary offense or equivalent. For a

convi ction of driving under the i nfluence of al cohol or drugs or

reckl ess driving, or for suspension of a driver's |license, the

certification shall automatically be suspended for the periods

of tine specified in subsection (a)(7).

(g) Change of address. --

(1) An EMS vehicle operator and an applicant for an ENS

vehi cl e operator certification shall ensure that the

departnent has the current address at which the person can be

reached by mail at all tines.

(2) Neither an EMS vehicle operator's hone address,

t el ephone nunber nor any other residential contact

i nformati on provided to the departnment shall be deened a

public record.

8§ 7223. Suspension of certification.

(a) Tenporary suspensions.--The departnent nay tenporarily

suspend the certification of an EMS provi der or EMS vehicl e

operator without a hearing if the departnent determnm nes that the

person is a clear and i nmedi ate danger to the public health and

safety. Notice to a provider or operator of a tenporary
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suspensi on shall include a witten statenent of the underl ying

factual allegations. After issuance of the notice, the

departnent shall commence formal disciplinary acti on agai nst the

person under section 7221 (relating to certificati on sancti ons)

or 7222 (relating to energency nedi cal services vehicle

operators). Wthin 30 days followi ng the i ssuance of an order

tenporarily suspending the certification, the departnent shal

conduct a prelimnary hearing to deternine if there is a prinma

faci e case supporting the tenporary suspensi on. The person nay

be present at the prelimnary heari ng and nay be represented by

counsel , cross-exan ne w tnesses, inspect physical evidence,

call witnesses and offer testinony and other evidence. |f the

departnent deternines that there is not a prima facie case, the

suspensi on shall be lifted imMmediately. |If the departnent

deternmines that there is a prima facie case, the tenporary

suspensi on shall remain in effect until vacated by the

departnent, but not | onger than 180 days unl ess aqgreed upon by

the parti es.

(b)Y Autonmmtic suspensions. --The departnent shal

automatically suspend a certification i ssued under this chapter

upon receiving a certified copy of court records establishing

that the person has been adjudi cated as i ncapacitated under 20

Pa.C.S. § 5511 (relating to petition and heari ng; independent

eval uation) or an equival ent statutory provision. The depart nent

shall |ift the suspensi on upon the person establishing to the

departnent that the person has been adjudi cated to have regai ned

capacity under 20 Pa.C.S. 8 5517 (relating to adjudi cati on of

capacity and nodificati on of existing orders) or an equi val ent

statutory provision.

8§ 7224. Ener gency nedi cal services instructors.
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1 (a) Certification.--An EMS instructor certification is

2 permanent subject to disciplinary action under this section. The
3 departnent shall certify as an EMS instructor a person who:

4 (1) Conpletes an application for an EMS instructor

5 certification on a formor through an electronic application
6 process, as prescribed by the departnent.

7 (2) 1s at least 18 years of age.

8 (3) Has successfully conpleted an EMS instructor course
9 approved by the departnent, or possesses a bachelor's degree
10 in education, a teacher's certification in education, or a

11 doctorate or naster's degree.

12 (4) Is certified and currently registered as an EMI or
13 hi gher -1 evel EMS provi der.

14 (5) Possesses current certification in a CPR course

15 acceptable to the departnent or current certification as a

16 CPR instructor.

17 (6) Has at |l east one year's experience working as an EMI
18 or _higher-level EMS provider.

19 (7) Has provided at |east 20 hours of nonitored
20 instruction tine in an EMS provider certification program
21 (b) Triennial registration.--
22 (1) An EMS instructor's certification is deened
23 reqgistered for three years after issuance. An EMS instructor
24 shall reqgister the EMS instructor's certification at three-
25 year intervals by conpleting an application for triennial
26 registration on a formor through an el ectronic process, as
27 prescribed by the departnent. An EMS instructor may not teach
28 in an accredited EMS institute, pursuant to an EMS instructor
29 certification, unless the certification is currently
30 reqgi stered. The departnent shall issue a triennial
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1 registration of an EMS instructor certification to an EMS

2 i nstructor who:

3 (i) Has conpleted an application for triennia

4 registration on a formor through an el ectronic

5 application process, as prescribed by the departnent.

6 (ii) Has a current registration and applies for a

7 new registration no later than 30 days before the current
8 registration is to expire, or within |lesser tine as the
9 departnent may establish by regul ation.

10 (iii) Has taught at | east 60 hours of EMS provider
11 certification or rescue courses approved by the

12 departnment during the previous three years.

13 (iv) Is certified and currently registered as an EMI
14 or _higher-level EMS provider.

15 (v) Possesses current certification in a CPR course
16 acceptable to the departnent or current certification as
17 a CPR instructor.

18 (2) An EMS instructor whose registration as an ENS

19 instructor certification has expired shall qualify for a
20 triennial registration of the certification as prescribed by
21 requl ati on of the departnent.
22 (c) Reqgulations.--The departnent nmay adopt regulations to

23 set standards for EMS instructors in providing instruction in

24 EMS institutions.

25 (d) Gounds for discipline.--The departnent nmay i npose

26 discipline against an EMS instructor for the foll owi ng reasons:

27 (1) Any reason an EMS provider may be disciplined under
28 section 7221 (relating to certification sanctions).

29 (2) Providing instruction while under the influence of
30 al cohol, illegal drugs or the know ng abuse of |egal drugs.
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(3) Failing to performa duty inposed upon an EMS

instructor by this chapter or a rel ated requl ati on.

(4) Oher reasons as deterni ned by the departnent that

pose a threat to the health, safety or welfare of students.

(e) Disciplinary options.--If the departnent is enpowered to

i npose di sci pline agai nst an individual under this section, the

departnent may do one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(1) Deny the application for certification.

(2) |Issue a public reprinand.

(3) Revoke, suspend, limt or otherwi se restrict the

certification.

(4) Inpose a civil noney penalty not exceedi ng $1, 000

for each incident in which the EMS i nstructor engages in

conduct that constitutes a basis for discipline.

(5) Stay enforcenment of any suspensi on, revocation or

ot her discipline and place the individual on probation with

the right to vacate the probati onary order for nonconpli ance.

(f) Construction.--This section shall not be construed to

require the certification as EMS instructors of all instructors

of EMS courses accepted toward educati onal requirenents for EMS

provider certification or toward conti nui ng educati on

requi renents for the reqgistrati on of EMS provi der

certifications.

8§ 7225. Medi cal director of enmergency nedi cal services agency.

(a) CQualifications.--To qualify and continue to functi on as

an EM5S agency nedical director, an individual shall:

(1) Be a physi ci an.

(2) Satisfy one of the foll ow ng:

(i) Have successfully conpl eted an energency

medi ci ne resi dency program accredited by a resi dency
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program accrediti ng body recogni zed by the State Board of

Medi ci ne or the State Board of Osteopathi c Medi ci ne.

(ii) Have successfully conpleted a resi dency program

in surgery, internal nedicine, famly nedici ne,

pedi atri cs or anesthesi ol ogy, accredited by a residency

program accredi ti ng body recogni zed by the State Board of

Medi ci ne or the State Board of Osteopathic Medicine. The

physi ci an shall al so have successfully conpl eted or

t aught an advanced cardiac |ife support course acceptabl e

to the departnent within the preceding two years and have

conpl eted, at | east once, an advanced trauma |ife support

course acceptable to the departnment and an advanced

pediatric |life support course acceptable to the

departnent, or other prograns determnm ned by the

departnent to nmeet or exceed the standards of these

(iii) Have served as an advanced |ife support

service nedical director under the act of July 3, 1985

(P.L.164, No.45), known as the Energency Medi cal Services

Act, prior to the effective date of this chapter.

(3) Have a valid Drug Enforcenent Agency nunber

(4) Have conpleted the EMS agency nedi cal director

course, an EMS fell owship or other EMS training programthat

is deternmined by the departnent to be equival ent. This

training shall assure that the EMS agency nedi cal director

has know edge of:

(i) The scope of practice of EMS providers.

(ii) The provision of EMS pursuant to departnent-

approved protocols.

(iii) The interface between EMS provi ders and
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medi cal conmand physi ci ans.

(iv) CQuality inprovenent principles.

(v) Energency nedi cal di spatch principles and EMS

agency conmuni cati on capabilities.

(vi) EMS system desi gn and operati on.

(vii) Federal and State | aws and requl ati ons

regardi ng EMS

(viii) Regional and State nmass casualty and di saster

(b) Roles and responsibilities.--An EMS agency nedi cal

director is responsible for the foll ow ng:

(1) Revi ewi ng departnent - approved EMS protocols that are

applicable to the EMS agency and ensuring that its ENMS

provi ders and ot her rel evant personnel are famliar with the

protocols applicable to them

(2) Conducting for and reporting to the EMS agency the

(i) An initial assessnent of an EMS provi der at or

above the advanced EMI | evel to detern ne whether the EMS

provi der has denopnstrated conpetency in the know edge and

skills one nust have to conpetently performthe skills

within the scope of practice of the EMS provider at that

level, and a comm tnent to adequately perform ot her

functions relevant to the EMS provi der providi ng EMS at

that | evel. This subparagraph does not apply if the ENMS

provi der was worki ng for the EMS agency, at the sane

|l evel, prior to the physici an becom ng the nedi cal

director for the EMS agency and the EMS provi der was

credentialed at that EMS agency within the | ast year as

being able to performat the EMS provider's certification
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(ii) At least annually, an assessnment of each EMS

provi der at or above the advanced EMI | evel as to whet her

the EMS provi der has denpnstrated conpetency in the

know edge and skills an EMS provi der nmust have to

conpetently performthe skills within the scope of

practice of the EMS provider at that |level, and a

comm tnent to adequately perform other functions rel evant

to the EMS provider providing EMS at that | evel.

(3) Participating in and review ng quality inprovenent

reviews of patient care provided by the EM5 agency and

participating in the Statew de and regi onal quality

i nprovenent program

(4) Providing nedi cal qui dance and advice to the ENMS

agency.

(5) Providing gui dance with respect to the ordering,

st ocki ng and repl acenent of drugs, and conpliance with | aws

and reqgul ati ons i npacti ng upon the EMS agency's acqui sition,

storage and use of those drugs.

(6) WMaintaining a liaison with the reqgi onal EMS nedi cal

di rector.

(7)) Recommending to the departnent suspensi on,

revocati on or restriction of EMS provider certifications.

(8) Reviewi ng regional nass casualty and di saster pl ans.

(9) Perform ng other functions as the departnent nmay

i npose by requl ati on.

8§ 7226. Medi cal conmmand physi ci ans and facility nedi cal

directors.

(a) Role of nedical conmand physici an.--A nedi cal conmand

30 physician communi cates with and i ssues nedi cal conmand orders to
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EMS providers when they seek direction. A nedical comrand

physi ci an shall have an arrangenent with a nedi cal conmand

facility to provide nedical conmand on its behal f, and shal

function under the direction of a nedical command facility

medi cal director and under the policies and procedures of the

medi cal conmand facility. A nedical conmmand physici an shal

provi de nedi cal command to EMS providers consistent with

St at ewi de protocols and protocols that are in effect in either

the region in which treatnment oriqginates or the regi on from

whi ch the EMS providers beqgin receiving nmedi cal conmand from a

medi cal conmmand physici an. A nedi cal conmand physici an nmay gi ve

medi cal conmand orders that are i nconsistent with these

protocols only when extraordi nary circunstances justify a

departure fromthe protocols to protect the patient's wel |l -

(b)Y Certification.--The departnent shall certify as a

medi cal conmmand physi ci an a physi ci an who was approved as a

medi cal conmmand physician in this Commonweal th i nmedi ately prior

to the effective date of this section. The departnent shall al so

certify as a nmedi cal conmmand physi ci an a physi ci an who:

(1) Conpletes an application for nmedi cal conmand

physi cian certification on a formor through an el ectronic

application process, as prescri bed by the departnent.

(2) Satisfies one of the foll ow ng:

(i) Has successfully conpl eted an emergency nedi ci ne

resi dency program accredited by a resi dency program

accrediting body recogni zed by the State Board of

Medi ci ne or the State Board of Osteopathi c Medicine.

(ii) Has successfully conpleted or taught an

advanced cardiac |ife support course acceptable to the
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departnent within the preceding two years and has

successfully conpl eted or taught an advanced trauma life

support course acceptable to the departnent and an

advanced pediatric |life support course acceptable to the

departnent, or other prograns determnm ned by the

departnent to nmeet or exceed the standards of these

(iii) Has had an energency nedi ci ne practice in

anot her jurisdiction and establishes to the depart nent

that the physician has a conbi nati on of training,

educati on and energency nedi ci ne practi ce that nakes the

physician qualified to serve as a nedi cal conmand

(3) Has conpleted a nedi cal conmand course offered or

approved by the departnent.

(4) |s practicing as an energency nedi ci ne physici an or

is participating as a resident in a second or subsequent year

in an energency nedi ci ne residency program or has had at

| east three years' experience as a full-tine energency

medi ci ne physi ci an.

(5) Has a current Drug Enforcenent Agency nunber, except

for an energency nedicine resident who i s authorized to use a

hospital's Drug Enforcenent Agency nunber for practice within

t he energency nedi ci ne resi dency program

(6) Has an arrangenent with a nedical conmand facility

to serve as a nedi cal conmand physician for that facility

after receiving certification as a nedi cal conmand physi ci an.

(c) Triennial registration.--A nedical conmand physi ci an's

certification is deened reqgi stered for three years after

i ssuance. A nedi cal conmmand physician shall triennially reqister
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the physician's certification with the departnment, on a form or

t hrough an el ectronic applicati on process, as prescri bed by the

departnent, as a condition for conti nued practice as a nedi cal

command physi ci an. The departnment shall issue a triennial

regi strati on of a nmedi cal command physician certification to a

medi cal conmmand physician within 30 days after the physici an

applies for a newreqgistration if the physician denonstrates

that the physician continues to neet the requirenents for the

certification, except the requirenents of subsection (b)(2),

and sati sfies such other requirenments as the departnent nay

i npose by requl ati on.

(d) Residents.--A physician who is in a second year in an

energency nedi ci ne resi dency program nay i ssue nmedi cal conmand

orders only to the extent that perfornance of that function is a

conponent of and within the framework of the enmergency nedi ci ne

resi dency program and nay do so only with supervision by a

medi cal conmmand physi ci an who has served as a nedi cal conmand

physician for at | east two years, has conpleted two years in an

ener gency nedi ci ne resi dency program or has secured nedi cal

command certification by satisfying subsection (b)(2)(iii).

(e) Role of nedical command facility nedical director.--A

medi cal conmmand facility nedical director shall be responsible

for the following in a nedical conmand facility:

(1) Medi cal conmand.

(2) CQuality inprovenent.

(3) Serving as a liaison with the reqgi onal EMS counci

medi cal director.

(4) Participating in prehospital training activities.

(5) Verifying to the departnent that a physi ci an seeki ng

medi cal conmand physician certificati on, based upon the
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physi ci an's arrangenent with the nedi cal conmand facility,

meets all certification requirenents.

(6) Ensuring that the nedical command facility satisfies

statutory and requl atory requirenents.

(f) Certification.--The departnent shall certify as a

medi cal conmand facility nedical director a physician who was

approved as a nedical conmmand facility nedical director in this

Commpnweal th i mmedi ately prior to the effective date of this

section. The departnent shall also certify as a nedi cal comrand

facility medical director a physici an who:

(1) Conpletes an application for nmedi cal conmand

facility nmedical director certification on a formor through

an el ectronic applicati on process, as prescribed by the

depart nent.

(2) |Is currently serving as a nedi cal conmand physi ci an.

(3) Satisfies one of the foll ow ng:

(i) Has successfully conpleted a resi dency program

in energency nedi ci ne accredited by a resi dency program

accrediting body recogni zed by the State Board of

Medi ci ne or the State Board of Osteopathi c Medicine.

(ii) Has successfully:

(A conpleted a residency programin surgery,

internal nedicine, famly nedicine, pediatrics or

anest hesi ol ogy accredited by a residency program

accrediting body recogni zed by the State Board of

Medi ci ne or the State Board of Osteopathi c Medicine;

and

(B) conpleted or taught:

(1) an advanced cardiac |life support course

acceptable to the departnent within the precedi ng
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(11) an advanced traunma |ife support course

acceptable to the departnent; and

(111) an advanced pediatric |life support

course acceptable to the departnent.

(4) Has experience in prehospital and energency

departnent care of acutely ill or injured patients.

(5) Has experience in providing nmedi cal conmand

direction to EMS provi ders.

(6) Has experience in the training of EVMS providers both

bel ow and above the advanced EMI | evel.

(7)) Has experience in the nedical audit, revi ew and

critigue of EMS providers bel ow and above the advanced EMI

(8) Has an arrangenent with a nedical conmand facility

to serve as its nedical director after receiving

certification as a nedical command facility nedical director.

(g) Triennial registration.--A nedical conmand facility

medi cal director's certification is deened regi stered for three

vears after issuance. A nedical conmmand facility nedica

director shall triennially regi ster the physician's

certification with the departnent on a formor through an

el ectronic applicati on process, as prescri bed by the departnent,

as a condition for continued practice as a nedi cal conmand

facility nmedical director. The departnent shall issue a

triennial reqgistration of a nedical command facility nedi cal

director certification to a nedical conmmand facility nedi cal

director within 30 days after the physician applies for a new

regi stration, if the physici an denonstrates that the physici an

continues to nmeet the requirenments for the certificati on, except
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the requirenments of subsection (f)(3), and satisfies such other

requi renents as the departnent may i npose by requl ati on.

(h) Gounds for discipline.--The departnent may di scipline a

medi cal conmmand physici an or nedi cal command facility nedi cal

director for the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) Violating a responsibility i nposed on the physici an

by this chapter or the rel ated requl ati ons.

(2) Wthout good cause, failing to conply with a nedi cal

treatnent, transport or transfer protocol established or

approved by the departnent.

(i) Types of discipline authorized.--Wen the departnment is

enpowered to discipline a nedical conmand physi ci an or nedi cal

command facility nedical director under subsection (h), the

departnent may do one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(1) Deny the application for a certification.

(2) |Issue a public reprinand.

(3) Revoke, suspend, limt or otherwi se restrict or

condition the certification.

(4) Inpose a civil noney penalty not exceedi ng $1, 000

for each incident in which the physici an engages i n conduct

that constitutes a basis for discipline.

(5) Stay enforcenment of any suspensi on, revocation or

ot her discipline and place the individual on probation with

the right to vacate the probati onary order for nonconpli ance.

§ 7227. Medical command facilities.

(a) Certification required.--To operate as a nedi cal conmmand

facility, a nedical unit nust be certified by the departnent as

a nedical command facility. The departnent shall issue a

certification to each nedical unit that operated as a nedi cal

command facility immediately prior to the effective date of this
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secti on.

(b)Y Application.--Application for certification shall be on

a formor through an el ectronic applicati on process prescri bed

by the departnent. The application shall solicit information

necessary to determ ne that the applicant neets the

certification requirenents of this chapter

(c) Requirenents.--An applicant shall establish that the

(1) |Is a distinct nedical unit operated by a hospital or

consortium of hospitals.

(2) Possesses the necessary equi pnrent and personnel for

provi di ng nedi cal conmmand to and control over EMS providers.

(3) Enploys a nedical conmand facility nedical director

(4) Has taken neasures necessary to ensure that a

medi cal conmand physician is avail able to provide nedi cal

command at all tines.

(5) Meets the communi cati on, recordkeepi ng and ot her

requi renents of the departnent.

(d) Additional requirenents.--In addition to the

requi renents of subsection (c), the departnent may establish by

requl ati on requirenments for a nedical conmand facility to ensure

that it operates in an effective and efficient nanner to achi eve

t he purposes for which it is certified.

(e) Triennial registration.--A nedical conmand facility's

certification is deened reqgi stered for three years after

i ssuance. A nedical conmmand facility nust register its

certification at three-year intervals by conpl eti ng an

application for triennial registration on a formor through an

el ectronic application process prescri bed by the departnent. The

departnent shall grant or deny recertification within 30 days of
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1 receipt of the application.

2 (f) Inspections and inquiries.--The departnent shall conduct
3 an_inspection of the nedical unit of each applicant and al so

4 inspect existing nedical command facilities fromtine to tine as
5 appropriate, but not less than once every three years. The

6 departnent shall have full and free access to_exam ne the

7 nedical command facility and its records relating to its

8 operation as a nedical command facility. The nedical conmand

9 facility shall fully respond to any inquiry by the departnent

10 relevant to the determnation of whether the facility neets

11 certification and operational requirenents.

12 (g) Gounds for discipline.--The departnent nmay discipline a
13 nedical comand facility for the follow ng reasons:

14 (1) Violating a requirenent of this section.

15 (2) Violating a certification requirenent or an

16 operational requirenent inposed under subsection (d).

17 (3) Refusing to permit an inspection or respond to an

18 i nquiry under subsection (f).

19 (4) Failing to conply, without just cause, with a
20 nedi cal treatnent, transport or transfer protocol approved by
21 t he departnent.
22 (h) Types of discipline.--Wen the departnent i s enpowered
23 to discipline a nedical conmand facility, the departnent nmay do
24 one or nore of the follow ng:
25 (1) Deny the application for a certification.
26 (2) Issue a public reprinmand.
27 (3) Revoke, suspend, limt or otherw se restrict or
28 condition the certification.
29 (4) Inpose a civil noney penalty of up to $5,000 for
30 each act that presents a basis for discipline.
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(5) Stay enforcenment of any suspensi on, revocation or

ot her discipline and place the facility on probation with the

ri ght to vacate the probati onary order for nonconpli ance.

8§ 7228. Receiving facilities.

(a) Purpose.--Areceiving facility is a facility to which an

anbul ance nay transport a patient who requires pronpt nedi ca

care in addition to that provided by the anbul ance crew after

the crew responds to an ener gency.

(b) Requirenents.--A receiving facility shall include, but

need not be linmted to, a fixed | ocati on havi ng an organi zed

energency departnent, including a physician trained to nanage

cardi ac, trauma, pediatric, nedical, behavioral and all-hazards

energencies, who is present in the facility and available to the

energency departnent 24 hours per day and seven days per week.

By requl ati on, the departnent nmay authorize other types of

facilities to serve as receiving facilities for purposes of

serving pati ents who have speci al nedi cal needs.

(c) Patient transports.--Unless directed otherwi se by a

medi cal conmand physician, the initial transport of a patient

foll owi ng an anbul ance response to a reported energency shall be

to a receiving facility pursuant to a protocol under section

7205(c) (relating to duties of departnent) or 7209(c)(8)

(relating to regi onal energency nedi cal services councils) or

such other | ocation as the departnent desi gnated by protocol.

8§ 7229. Ener gency nedi cal services agenci es.

(a) License required.--A person may not, as an owner, agent

or otherw se, operate, conduct, maintain, advertise or otherw se

engage in or profess to be engaged i n operating or providing an

anbul ance, advanced |life support squad vehicle, basic life

support squad vehicle, quick response service, special

2008051420B2073 - 77 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

operati ons EMS service or other vehicle or service as prescri bed

by the departnent by requl ation to provide EMS outside a health

care facility or on roadways, airways or waterways of this

Commpnweal th unl ess the person holds a current EMS agency

li cense authorizing the particul ar service or operation.

(b)Y Application.--An application for an EMS agency |icense

shall be subnmitted on a formor through an el ectronic

application process prescri bed by the departnent.

(c) |Issuance of license.--The departnent shall issue a

license to an applicant when it is satisfied that:

(1) The applicant and persons havi ng substanti al

ownership interests in the applicant are responsi bl e persons

and the EMS agency will be staffed by and conduct its

activities utilizing responsi ble persons. For purposes of

t hi s par agr aph:

(i) a responsible person is a person who has not

engaged in any act contrary to justice, honesty or good

norals which indicates that the person is likely to

betray the public trust in carrying out the activities of

an EM5S agency, or a person who has engaged in such

conduct but has been rehabilitated and establishes that

he or she is not likely to again betray the public trust;

(ii) a person has a substantial ownership interest

if the person has equity in the capital, stock or the

profits of the EMS agency equal to 5% or nore of the

val ue of the property or assets of the EMS agency; and

(iii) a person staffs an EMS agency if the person

engages in an activity integral to operation of the EMS

agency, including, but not limted to, nmaking or

participating in the maki ng or executi on of nmanagenent
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1 decisions, providing EMS, billing, call-taking and

2 di spat chi ng.

3 (2) The applicant neets supply and equi prent

4 requi renents and each _anbul ance or other vehicle that will be
5 used in providing EMS is adequately constructed and equi pped
6 and will be nmintained and operated to safely and efficiently
7 render the services offered.

8 (3) The applicant will neet the staffing standards for

9 its vehicles and services.

10 (4) The applicant will provide safe and efficient

11 services that are adequate for the energency nedical care,

12 the treatnment and confort and, when appropriate, the

13 transportation of patients.

14 (5) The applicant will have an EMS agency nedi cal

15 director who, in addition to satisfying the criteria of

16 section 7225(a) (relating to nedical director of energency
17 nedi cal services agency), satisfies other criteria the

18 departnent may establish by regul ati on based on the types of
19 vehicles and services the applicant intends to provide under
20 t he EMS agency |icense.
21 (6) The applicant is in conpliance with the rules and
22 requl ati ons pronul gated under this chapter.
23 (d) Persons under 18 years of age.--An EMS agency shal
24 ensure that a person under 18 years of age, when providing EMS
25 on behalf of the EMS agency, is directly supervised by an EMS
26 provider who is at least 21 years of age who has the sane or
27 higher level of EMS provider certification and at | east one year
28 of active practice as an EVS provider.
29 (e) Triennial registration.--An EMS agency's license is

30 deened regi stered for three years after the i ssuance. An EMS
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agency nust register its license at three-year intervals by

conpl eti ng an application on a formor through an el ectronic

application process prescri bed by the departnent. The depart nent

shall act on the application within 90 days of receipt of a

conpl ete and accurate application. The departnent shall not deny

a reqgistration of a license without qgiving the applicant prior

noti ce of the reason for denial and providing an opportunity for

(f) Nontransferability of |icense.--An EM5 agency may not

transfer its |license. An EMS agency may enter into a contract

with another entity for that entity to manage the EMS agency if

that entity has been approved by the departnment to nanage an ENS

agency. The departnent may deny approval to an entity to provide

managenent services for an EMS agency if:

(1) the entity is not in conpliance with this chapter or

appli cabl e reqgul ati ons;

(2) the entity is not a responsi ble person as defined in

subsection (¢)(1)(i);

(3) a person having a substantial ownership interest in

the entity is not a responsi bl e person;

(4) the entity will not be staffed by or conduct its

activities through responsi bl e persons; or

(5) the entity refuses to provide the departnent with

records or informati on reasonably requested to enabl e the

departnent to nake a determ nati on.

(g) Display.--As prescribed by departnent reqgqul ati on, a

current departnment-i ssued i nspection sticker shall be di spl ayed

on each anbul ance, advanced |ife support squad vehicle, basic

li fe support squad vehicle and, as required by regul ati on, any

ot her EMS vehi cl e authori zed by the departnent.
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(h) Inspection.--The departnent or its agent shall i nspect

an applicant's vehicles, equipnent and personnel qualifications

prior to granting an EMS agency |license and shall inspect an EMS

agency fromtinme to tine, as deened appropri ate and necessary,

but not | ess than once every three years.

(i) Dispatching.--

(1) An EMS agency that operates a conmuni cati ons center

di spatchi ng EMS resources shall use call -takers and

di spatchers who satisfy the requirenents of the Pennsyl vani a

Ener gency Managenent Agency under section 3(a)(6) of the act

of July 9, 1990 (P.L.340, No.78), known as the Public Safety

Ener gency Tel ephone Act, and shall use an energency nedi cal

di spat ch program approved by the departnent. An energency

medi cal di spatch programis a system or programthat enabl es

pati ents to be assessed and treated via tel econmuni cati on by

usi ng accepted nedi cal di spatch standards.

(2) Operation by an EMS agency of a conmuni cati ons

center that di spatches EMS resources shall be consi dered part

of the EMS agency's |icensed operati on and shall be subj ect

to the requi renents of this chapter and the departnent's

requl ati ons.

(j) Construction, equi pnent and supplies.--Wthin two years

after the effective date of this chapter, the departnent shal

publish in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, and update as necessary,

vehi cl e constructi on and equi pnent and supply requirenents for

EMS agencies in this Commonweal th based upon the types of ENMS

vehi cl es operated and the servi ces provided.

(k) Inplenentation of credentialing decisions.--An ENS

agency may not pernit an EMS provider at or above the advanced

EMI | evel to provide EMS at that | evel unless its EMS agency
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medi cal director apprises that the EMS provider satisfies the

criteria of section 7225(b)(2). An EMS agency may pernit an EMS

provi der who does not satisfy the section 7225(b)(2) criteria to

continue to work for the EMS agency at a | ower EMS provi der

level if the EMS provider is authorized to do so by the ENMS

agency nedical director. The EMS agency shall notify the

departnent of that decision within ten days after it is nade. |f

the EMS agency nedical director has determ ned that the EMS

provi der has not denonstrated conpetency in the know edge and

skills necessary to conpetently performthe skills within the

scope of practice of the EMS provider at that | evel or has not

denonstrated a conmitnent to adequately perform other functions

rel evant to the EMS provider providing EMS at that | evel, and

the EMS agency nedi cal director chooses to i npose restrictions

on the EMS provider's practice, such as requiring the ENMS

provider to function under the supervision of another ENS

provider or requiring the EMS provider to contact a nedi cal

command physician prior to providing EMS, then the EMS agency

may pernmit the EMS provider to provide EMS only with the

restrictions directed by the EMS agency nedi cal director.

(1) Staffing.--The departnent may by requl ati on revi se the

staffing standards for anbul ances, squad vehi cl es and qui ck

response services set forth in sections 7230 (relating to

advanced |life support anbul ances), 7231 (relating to air

anbul ances), 7232 (relating to advanced |ife support squad

vehicles), 7233 (relating to basic |life support anbul ances),

7234 (relating to basic |life support squad vehicl es) and 7235

(relating to quick response services).

(m Custody or control of patient.--1f a | aw enforcenent

officer is at the scene of a police incident when an ENMS
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provider arrives, the | aw enforcenent officer may preclude the

EMS provider fromentering the scene to provide EMS until the

| aw enforcenent officer determnes that it is safe for the ENMS

provider to enter. Under such circunstances, the | aw enforcenent

officer shall permit the EMS provider access to the pati ent

before the officer transports the patient. |f, pursuant to a

medi cal treatnent protocol or nedi cal conmand order, an ENMS

agency is required to transport to a receiving facility a

pati ent whom a | aw enforcenent officer has taken or wants to

take into custody or whomthe | aw enforcenent officer believes

needs to be spoken with i nmedi ately, the EMS agency shal

transport the patient to a receiving facility and the | aw

enforcenent officer shall have discretion to acconpany the

patient in the EMS vehicle and authority to enpl oy security

precauti ons deened necessary by the | aw enforcenent officer to

ensure the safety of the officer and others, except that the

security precautions shall not unreasonably interfere with the

provi sion of EMS to the pati ent.

(n) Cessation of operations.--Upon suspensi on or revocati on

of a license, the EMS agency shall cease operati ons and no

person shall permt or cause the EMS agency to conti nue.

(o) Discontinuance or reduction of service.--An EMS agency

shall not di scontinue providing service it is licensed to

provi de or reduce the hours when it provides service until a

m ni num of 90 days after notifying the departnent in witing of

the change. Notice shall include a statenent that the |icensee

has notified the chi ef executive officer of each political

subdivision in the |licensee's service area of the intent to

di sconti nue providing the service or reduce the hours it

provi des the service and that the intent to di sconti nue or
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reduce hours has been adverti sed in a newspaper of general

circulation in the licensee's service area.

(p) Requl ations.--The departnent shall pronul gate

requl ati ons setting forth requirenments for EMS agencies in this

Commpnweal th based upon the types of EMS vehicles they operate

and the services they provide.

(q) Transition for anbul ance services and qui ck response

services.--Upon the effective date of this section, an entity

that is |licensed as an anbul ance service or recogni zed as a ORS

i mmedi ately prior to the effective date of this section nmay

continue to operate as an EMS agency if it neets the staffing

and ot her operational requirenents of this chapter, and it shal

be considered to be an EM5 agency with a current regi strati on of

its license. The initial registration of the EMS agency |icense

shall expire on the sane date that the entity's |license as an

anbul ance service or recognition as a QRS woul d have expired if

it had renmnined in effect.

(r) Exenptions.--The follow ng are exenpt fromthe |licensing

provi sions of this chapter:

(1) Privately owned vehicles not ordinarily used to

transport patients.

(2) An EMS agency licensed in another state and not

under this chapter that is di spatched to respond to an

energency within this Commonweal th when an EMS vehicl e or

service licensed under this chapter is unable to respond

within a reasonable tinme or its response is not sufficient to

deal with the energency.

(3) An EMS agency licensed in another state that limts

its operations in this Conmbnwealth to the transportati on,

and provision of nedical care incidental to transportati on,
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of patients and other persons requiring transport by ENMS

vehicles from |l ocations outside this Commonweal th to

| ocations within this Conmbnweal t h.

(4) EMS vehicles owned and operated by an agency of the

Federal Governnent.

8 7230. Advanced |life support anbul ances.

(a) Purpose.--An ALS anbul ance crew provi des nedi cal

assessnent, triage, nonitoring, treatnent, transportati on and

observati on of patients who requi re EMS above the skill |evel of

an advanced EM.

(b)Y Staffing requirenents. --

(1) Except as otherwi se provided in this section,

m ni num staffing requi renents for an ALS anbul ance when

responding to a call to provide EMS for a patient requiring

EMS above the skill | evel of an advanced EMI i s one EMS

provi der at or above the EMI | evel, one EMS provi der above

t he advanced EMI | evel and one EMS vehicle operator. Only the

two EMS providers need to respond if one of themis al so the

EMS vehicl e operator. When present, an EMS provider qualified

to provide the type and | evel of EMS required by the patient

nmust attend to the patient at the scene and during the

transport. |If a nenber of the anbul ance crew arrives at the

scene before another crew nmenber, that person shall begin

providing EMS5 to the patient at that person's skill |evel.

(2) Mninmumstaffing requirenents for an ALS anbul ance

is the sane as for a BLS anbul ance when the ALS anbul ance

responds to a call to provide EMS for a patient requiring ENMS

at or below the skill |evel of an advanced EM.

§ 7231. Air anbul ances.

(a) Purpose.--An air anbulance is a rotorcraft staffed by a
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crew that provides nedi cal assessnent, treatnent, nonitoring,

observation and transportation of patients who require ENMS where

tine to adm nister definitive care is of the essence and

transportati on by air anbul ance to a facility able to provide

the care is faster than transportati on by ground anbul ance, or

requi re EMS provi ded by specialized equi pnent or providers not

avai |l abl e on a ground anbul ance and the air anbul ance can

provide this faster than the patient would recei ve such care at

a receiving facility if transported by ground anbul ance.

(b)Y Staffing requirenents.--Mninum staffing standards for

an air anbul ance when di spatched to provide or when providi ng

medi cal assessnent, treatnent, nonitoring, observation or

transportation of a patient is one pilot and two EMS providers

other than the pil ot who are above the advanced EMI |level, with

at | east one of those two EMS providers specially trained in air

medi cal transport.

8§ 7232. Advanced |life support squad vehicl es.

(a) Purpose.--An ALS squad vehicle transports EMS providers

above the advanced EMI | evel, al ong wi th equi pmrent and suppli es,

to rendezvous wi th an anbul ance crew, or to respond prior to

arrival of an anbul ance, in order to provide nedi cal assessnent,

noni toring, treatnment and observati on of a patient who requires

EMS at or above the skill |level of an advanced EMI. An ALS squad

vehi cl e does not transport patients.

(b)Y Staffing requirenents.--Mninmumstaffing for an ALS

sguad unit responding to a call to provide EMS for a pati ent who

requi res EMS above the skill | evel of an advanced EMI shall be

one EMS provi der above the advanced EMI | evel and one ENMS

vehi cl e operator, except that the EMS provider may staff the

vehicle alone if the EMS provider is also an EMS vehicl e
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8§ 7233. Basic |life support anbul ances.

(a) Purpose.--A BLS anbul ance crew provi des nedi cal

assessnent, triage, nonitoring, treatnent, transportati on and

observation of patients who require EMS at or bel ow the skill

| evel of an advanced EMI and al so transports patients who

requi re EMS above the skill |evel of an advanced EMI when an EMS

provi der above the | evel of an advanced EMI rendezvous with the

BLS anmbul ance before or during transport of the patient and

acconpani es the patient during the transport after arrival.

(b)Y Staffing requirenents. --

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), n ninum

staffing for a BLS anbul ance when responding to a call to

provide EMS i s an anbul ance attendant, EMR or EMI, a second

EMS provider at or above the EMI | evel, and an EMS vehicl e

operator, except that only the two EMS providers need to

respond if one of themis also the EMS vehicl e operator. Wen

present, an EMS provi der above the EMR | evel nust attend to

the patient at the scene and during patient transport.

(2) Two years after the effective date of this section

the mnimum staffing for a BLS anbul ance when responding to a

call to provide EMS is an EMS provider at or above the EMR

|l evel, an EMS provider at or above the EMI | evel, and an ENMS

vehi cl e operator, except that only two EMS providers need to

respond if one of themis also the EMS vehicl e operator. Wen

present, an EMS provi der above the EMR | evel nust attend to

the patient at the scene and during patient transport.

(3) |If dispatched to provide EMS for a pati ent who

requi res EMS above the skill |evel of an advanced EMI, the

BLS anmbul ance shall respond as set forth in this subsecti on
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If the BLS anbul ance crew nenbers arrive at the scene before

a hi gher-|level EMS provider of an ALS anbul ance or ALS squad

vehicle, the BLS crew nmenbers shall provide EMS to the

patient at their skill level, including transport of the

patient to a receiving facility if needed, until hi gher-1evel

EMS is afforded by the arrival of a higher-1level EM

provider, after which the BLS anbul ance crew shall relinquish

primary responsibility for the patient to the hi gher-Ievel

EMS provi der.

(4) When transporting froma sendi ng hospital a patient

who requi res EMS above the skill | evel of an advanced EMI, if

a reqi stered nurse, physician assistant or physician fromthe

sendi ng or receiving hospital joins the anbul ance crew,

bri ngs on board the anbul ance all equi pnent and supplies to

provide the patient with reasonably antici pated EMS above the

skill |evel of an advanced EMI and attends to the pati ent

during the patient transport, the m ni num staffing

requi renents for the BLS anbul ance are as set forth in

par agr aphs (1) and (2).

8§ 7234. Basic |ife support squad vehi cl es.

(a) Purpose.--A BLS squad vehicle transports an EMS

provider, along with basic EMS equi pnent and supplies, to

respond prior to arrival of an anmbul ance in order to provi de EMS

at or bel ow the advanced EMI | evel of care. A BLS squad vehicle

is not utilized to transport patients.

(b)Y Staffing requirenents.--Mninmum staffing for a BLS squad

vehi cl e when responding to a call to provide EMS for a patient

is one EMS provider at or above the EMI | evel and an EMS vehicl e

operator, except that an EMS provider who is al so an EMS vehicl e

operator may staff the vehicl e al one.
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8 7235. (Quick response services.

(a) Purpose.--A ORS uses EMS providers to respond to calls

for EMS and provide EMS to patients before an anbul ance arri ves.

(b)Y Staffing requirenents.--The m ni num staffing requirenent

for a ORS is one EMS provider.

8 7236. Speci al operati ons energency nedi cal services.

(a) Purpose.--A special operations EMS service provi des ENMS

in situati ons or austere environnents that require specialized

know edge, equi pnent or vehicles to access a patient or address

the patient's energency nedi cal needs. The departnent shall by

requl ati on provide for specific types of special operati ons ENMS

(b) Personnel requirenents.--By requl ati on, the departnent

may establish additional training or expertise requirenents for

the EMS agency nedical director and the EMS providers who staff

a speci al operati ons EMS service.

(c) Oher requirenments.--By requl ati on, the departnent nay

establi sh staffing, equi pnent, supply and any other requirenent

for a special operations EMS service.

(d) Extraordinary applications.--An entity nay propose to

provi de a speci al operati ons EMS need that has not been

addressed by applying to the departnent for an EMS agency

license to carry out the special operations EM5 or, if it is

li censed as an EMS agency, the entity nay apply to the

departnent to be authorized to provide the special operations

EMS under its |license. The departnent shall address each

application on an individual basis and may conditi onally deny or

grant an application as appropriate to protect the public health

and safety. The grant of an application shall be subject to

conpliance with any | ater-adopted requl ati ons addressi ng the

20080S1420B2073 - 89 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

type of special operations EMS being provided by the entity.

(e) Protocols.--The departnent may include in its Statew de

EMS protocol s special operati ons EMS protocol s.

8§ 7237. First aid and other safety services.

(a) Purpose.--An EMS agency may provide EMS at industri al

sites, amusenent parks or other |locations in need of the

servi ce. No anbul ance or other EMS vehicle shall be required for

thi s purpose.

(b)Y Staffing.--The mininumstaffing requirenent i s one ENS

(c) Oher requirenents.--As assigned by the EMS agency, the

EMS provider nmay provide EMS and ot her nedi cal safety services

up to the |l evel for which the EMS provider has the credentials

to provide EMS for the EMS agency.

(d) Protocols.--An ENMS provider shall foll ow protocol s

approved by the departnent when providi ng EMS under this

secti on.

8§ 7238. Oher vehicles and services.

The department nmay by regul ati on prescri be EMS vehi cl e and

servi ce standards for EMS vehicles and services not specified in

this chapter. |If the departnment establishes standards under this

section, an EMS agency |license shall be required to operate the

EMS vehicle or provide the service, and an EM5 agency may not

operate the vehicle or provide the service unl ess approved to do

so by the departnent.

8§ 7239. Stretcher and wheel chair vehi cl es.

(a) Stretcher vehicle.--A stretcher vehicle is a ground

vehi cl e other than an anmbul ance that is utilized to transport by

stretcher persons who do not receive and cannot reasonably be

anticipated to require nedi cal assessnent, nonitoring, treatnent
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or observation during transport, but who, due to their physical

condition, require vehicle transport while on a stretcher or in

a wheel chair.

(b)Y Wheel chair vehicle.--A wheelchair vehicle is a ground

vehi cl e other than an anmbul ance that is used to transport by

wheel chai r persons who do not recei ve and cannot reasonably be

anticipated to require nedi cal assessnent, nonitoring, treatnent

or observation during transport, but who, due to their physical

condition, require vehicle transport while on a stretcher or in

a wheel chair.

(c) Prohibition.--Operation by an entity of a stretcher

vehi cl e or wheel chair vehicle to transport a person who i s known

or reasonably should be known by the entity to require nedical

assessnent, nonitoring, treatnment or observation during

transport shall constitute unl awful operation of an anbul ance

for purposes of section 7256(a) and (c) (relating to penalties),

and if used as an anbul ance by an EMS agency shall constitute

m sconduct in operati ng an EM5S agency under section 7242(a)(7)

(relating to energency nedi cal services agency |icense

sanctions). For purposes of this section, unl awful operation

i ncludes, but is not limted to, the transport of the person to

or froma facility, a physician's office or any other | ocation

to receive or fromwhich the person received health care

servi ces.

8§ 7240. Conditional tenporary |icenses.

VWhen an EMS agency or an applicant for a |license to operate

as an EMS agency does not provide service 24 hours per day and

seven days per week or is unable to participate in a county-

| evel or broader-I|evel energency nedi cal response pl an approved

by the departnent, the departnent shall issue a conditional
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tenporary license for operati on of the EMS agency when the

departnent deternines that it is in the public interest, subject

to such terns as the departnent deens appropriate. A conditi onal

tenporary license shall be valid for one year and nay be renewed

as nany tines as the departnent deternmines that it is in the

public interest to do so.

§ 7241. Pl ans of correction.

(a) Correction of violation.--Upon deternining that an ENMS

agency has violated this chapter or requl ati ons pronul gat ed

under this chapter, the departnent may i ssue a witten notice to

the EMS agency specifying the violation or violations that have

been found. The notice shall require the EMS agency to take

i mmredi ate action to di scontinue the violation or submt a plan

of correction to the departnent, or both, to bring the ENMS

agency into conpliance with applicable requirenents. |If the

nature of the violation is such that the EM5 agency cannot

renmedy the probleminmmedi ately, and a plan of correction is

therefore required, the departnent nay direct that the viol ation

be renedied within a specified period of tine. The EMS agency

shall submt a plan of correction within 30 days of the

departnent's i ssuance of the witten notice. If i nmmedi ate

corrective action is required, the notice fromthe departnent

shal|l request, and the EMS agency shall provide, pronpt

confirmation that the corrective acti on has been taken.

(b)Y Discretion.--The departnent shall not afford the ENMS

agency an opportunity to correct a violation wi thout facing

di sciplinary charges if the departnent determnes that it i s not

in the public interest to do so.

8§ 7242. Ener gency nedi cal services agency |icense sancti ons.

(a) Gounds for discipline.--The departnent nmay discipline
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an EM5S agency or, as applicable, refuse to i ssue an EMS agency

li cense for any of the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) Violating the requirenents of this chapter or

requl ati on adopted under this chapter.

(2) Failing to subnmit a plan of correcti on acceptable to

the department or correct a deficiency as required under

section 7241 (relating to plans of correction) or failing to

conply with the plan of correction.

(3) Refusing to accept a conditional tenporary |license

properly sought by the departnent or to abide by its terns.

(4) Fraud or deceit in obtaining or attenpting to obtain

a license.

(5) Lending its license or, except as pernitted under

section 7229(f) (relating to energency nedi cal services

agenci es), enabling another person to nanage or operate the

EMS agency or any service covered by the |license.

(6) Using the |license of another or in any way know ngly

aiding or abetting the i nproper granting of a |license,

certification, accreditation or other authorization issued

under this chapter.

(7) | nconpetence, neqgligence or m sconduct in operating

the EMS agency or in providing EMS to patients.

(8) The licensee is not a responsi ble person or i s not

staffed by responsi bl e persons and refuses to renpve fromits

staff the irresponsi bl e person or persons when directed to do

so by the departnent. For purposes of this paragraph, "staff"

and "responsi bl e person" shall have the neani ngs set forth in

section 7229(c)(1).

(9) Refusing to respond to an energency and render ENS

because of a patient's race, sex, creed, national origin,
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sexual preference, age, handi cap, nedi cal problem or

financial inability to pay.

(10) Conviction of a felony, or a crine involving noral

turpitude or related to the practice of the EMS agency.

(11) W©Making m srepresentati ons in seeking funds nade

avai | abl e through the departnent.

(12) Failing to continue to neet applicable |icensure

requi renents.

(13) Violating an order previously issued by the

departnent in a disciplinary matter.

(b)) Disciplinary options.--If the departnent is enpowered to

i npose di sci pline agai nst an EMS agency under this section, the

departnent may do one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(1) Deny the application for a |license.

(2) Adnminister a witten reprimand with or w t hout

(3) Revoke, suspend, limt or otherwi se restrict the

i cense.

(4) Inpose a civil penalty not exceedi ng $5, 000 for each

i ncident in which the EMS agency engages i n conduct that

constitutes a basis for discipline.

(5) Stay enforcenment of any suspensi on, revocation or

ot her discipline and place the facility on probation with the

ri ght to vacate the probati onary order for nonconpli ance.

SUBCHAPTER C

M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

Sec.

7251. Limtations on liability.

7252. Peer revi ew.

7253. Support of energency nedi cal services.
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7254. Prohibited acts.

7255. Surrender of license, accreditation or certification.
7256. Penalties.

7257. Adjudications and judicial review.

§ 7251. Limtations on liability.

The foll owi ng shall apply:

(1) No nedi cal command physi ci an, nmedi cal conmand

facility medical director or nedical command facility, which

in good faith provides a nedical command to an EMS provi der

or student enrolled in an EMS course of instructi on approved

by the departnent, shall be liable for civil danmages as a

result of issuing the instruction, absent a showi ng of Qgross

negl i gence or willful m sconduct.

(2) No EMS agency, EMS agency nedi cal director or ENMS

provider who in good faith attenpts to render or facilitate

energency nedi cal care authorized by this chapter shall be

liable for civil damages as a result of an act or om SSion,

absent a showi ng of qgross negligence or willful m sconduct.

Thi s par agraph shall also apply to students enrolled in

approved courses of instruction and supervi sed pursuant to

rul es and requl ati ons.

(3) No approved EMS training institute nor any entity

partici pating as part of any approved educati onal program

offered by the institute as authorized by this chapter shal

be liable for any civil danmages as a result of primary and

conti nui ng educati onal practice by duly enroll ed students

under proper supervision, absent a showi ng of gross

negl i gence or willful m sconduct.

(4) No EMS provider who in good faith attenpts to render

energency care authorized by this chapter at an energency
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scene while en route to a place of enpl oynent shall receive

any formof reprinmand or penalty by an enpl oyer as a result

of late arrival at the place of enploynent. An enpl oyer nay

require witten verification fromthe EMS provider, who shal

obtain the witten verification fromeither the police

officer or other person who is in charge at the energency

(5) No EMS agency nedical director or regi onal nedical

director who in good faith gives instructions to or provides

primary and conti nui ng educational training to an ENMS

provi der shall be liable for civil danmages for issuing the

i nstructi ons, educati on or training, absent a show ng of

gross negligence or willful m sconduct.

(6) Neither the departnent, the Commonweal th EMS Medi cal

Director, a regional EMS council nedical director nor any

other official or enpl oyee of the departnent or a regqi onal

EMS council shall be liable for civil damages ari si ng out of

an EMS provider or a student enrolled in an EMS course of

i nstructi on approved by the departnment foll owi ng protocols

approved under this chapter.

(7) No EMS provider or EM5 agency may be subject to

civil liability based solely on failure to obtain consent in

rendering EMS to any person, regardl ess of age, where the

person is unable to give consent for any reason, including

mnority, and where there is no other person reasonably

avai l able who is leqgally authorized to give or refuse to give

consent, if the EVMS provider has acted in good faith and

wi t hout know edge of facts negati ng consent.

(8) No EMS provider or EM5 agency may be subject to

civil liability based solely on refusal to provide treatnent
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1 or_services requested by the patient or the person

2 responsi bl e for making nedical care decisions for the patient
3 if the treatnent or services requested are not prescribed or
4 aut hori zed by Statew de or regional protocols established

5 under this chapter and the EMS provider has:

6 (i) contacted a nedical command physici an who

7 refused to authorize the requested treatnent or service;
8 or

9 (ii) made a good faith effort to contact a nedica
10 conmand physi ci an_and was unable to do so.

11 (9) No dispatcher of EM5 who in good faith collects

12 information about a patient froma caller or nakes dispatch
13 assignnments based upon the information collected nay be

14 subject to civil liability based upon the information

15 collected or a dispatch assignnent, absent a show ng of gross
16 negligence or willful m sconduct.

17 § 7252. Peer review

18 (a) Imunity fromliability.--

19 (1) A person who provides information to a review
20 organi zation shall have the sane protections fromcivil and
21 crimnal liability as a person who provides infornmation to a
22 revi ew organi zation under the act of July 20, 1974 (P.L.564,
23 No. 193), known as the Peer Review Protection Act.
24 (2) An individual who is a nenber or enployee of a
25 revi ew organi zation, or_ who furnishes professional counsel or
26 services to the organi zation, shall have the sane protections
27 fromcivil and crinmnal liability for the performance of any
28 duty, function or activity authorized or required of the
29 revi ew organi zation as a person who perforns the duty,
30 function or activity under the Peer Review Protection Act.

2008051420B2073 - 97 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(b)Y Confidentiality of revi ew organi zati on's records. --The

pr oceedi ngs and records of a review organi zati on shall be held

in confidence and shall have the same protections from di scovery

and i ntroduction into evidence in civil proceedi ngs as they

woul d under the Peer Review Protection Act. A person who was in

attendance at a neeting of a revi ew organi zati on shall be

subject to the sane testinony restrictions as a person who was

in attendance at a neeting of a review organi zati on under the

Peer Revi ew Protection Act.

8 7253. Support of energency nedi cal services.

(a) Energency Medi cal Services Operating Fund.--There is

establ i shed a special fund to be known as the Emergency Medi cal

Servi ces Operati ng Fund, which shall be adm ni stered by the

depart nent.

(b) Source.--The following are the sources of the Energency

Medi cal Servi ces Operati ng Fund:

(1) Money collected under 75 Pa.C. S. 88 3121 (rel ati ng

to EMS costs) and 3807(b)(1)(ix) (relating to Accel er ated

Rehabilitati ve D sposition).

(2) Al fees, fines and civil penalties collected by the

departnent under this chapter.

(3) Appropriations.

(4) Contributions.

(c) Purpose of fund.--Except as provi ded under subsection

(d), 75% of the noney fromthe Energency Medi cal Services

Operati ng Fund shall be di sbursed by the departnment for only the

foll ow ng uses:

(1) To eligible EMS agenci es for applicabl e purposes

stated under section 7212(c) (relating to contracts and

grants), with at |least 10% of these funds to be allocated to
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provi de additional financial assistance for those EMS systens

serving rural areas.

(2) To the board for the performance of duties inposed

upon it under this chapter.

(3) To regional EMS councils for the devel opnent,

mai nt enance and i nprovenent of EMS systens, incl uding

anbul ance and conmuni cati ons equi pnent and for training,

educati on and EMS agency |icensure purposes.

(4) To other contractors and grantees as authorized

under section 7212(j).

(d) Allocation to Catastrophic Medical and Rehabilitati on

Fund. - - Twenty-fi ve percent of the noney in the Energency Mdi cal

Servi ces Operating Fund shall be allocated to a Catastrophic

Medi cal and Rehabilitation Fund for victins of trauma. After the

exhaustion of all alternative financial resources, other than

t hose excluded by the departnment from consi derati on, the

catastrophic fund shall be avail able for the purchase of

medi cal, rehabilitati on and attendant care services for traunm

victinms and nay be nade avail able for the purchase of supportive

services such as respite care and counseling services for the

famly or household nenbers of trauma victins. The depart nent

may, by requlation, prioritize the distribution of funds by and

within classification of traunmatic injury.

(e) Audit.--The Auditor General shall review coll ections and

expendi tures made under this section and report its findings to

the General Assenbly annually. The audit shall include a review

of the coll ections and expendi tures of the regi onal ENMS

counci | s.

§ 7254. Prohibited acts.

(a) WMaking fal se anmbul ance requests.--1t shall be unl awf ul
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for any person to intentionally report a nedi cal energency and

sunmon an EMS response if the person does not have good cause to

believe that there is a nedical energency for which an ENMS

response i s needed. A person violating this subsection conmts a

sunmary of f ense.

(b) (QObstruction.--lIt is unlawful for any person to

intentionally inpede or obstruct any EMS provider in the

performance of official duties, if the EMS provider displays

accepted departnment insignia or credentials. A person violating

this subsection commts a sunmary offense.

(c) |Inpersonating an energency nedi cal services provider.--

It is unlawful for any person to display an insignia or

credentials or act in any manner that would | ead reasonabl e

persons to conclude that the person is an EMS provider if that

person is not an EMS provider with a current registration to

practice or that the person is a higher-1level EMS provider than

the |l evel at which the person is certified and currently

regi stered to practice. A person violating this subsection

commts a summary offense.

(d) Msrepresentation of license.--1t is unlawful for any

person who does not possess an EMS agency |icense i ssued by the

departnent under this chapter to adverti se, display vehicle

mar ki ngs or exhibit any other neans that would | ead a reasonabl e

person to conclude that the person is a |licensed EMS agency or

provides a type or |evel of energency care other than that for

whi ch the person is |licensed to provide. A person violating this

subsection conmmits a summary of f ense.

8 7255. Surrender of license, accreditation or certification.

The department shall require a person whose |icense,

accreditation or certification has been suspended or revoked
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under this chapter to return to the departnent in the manner the

departnent directs the |license, accreditati on document or

certificate. A person who fails to do so commts a nmi sdeneanor

of the third degree.

§ 7256. Penalties.

(a) Unlicensed agency.--A person who operates a service or

vehicle for which a license is required under section 7229

(relating to energency nedi cal services agencies) and who does

not have a license to operate the service or vehicle conmts a

m sdeneanor of the third degree.

(b) Unauthorized practice.--A person who provi des ENS

w thout an EMS provider certification or other | egal authority

to provide EMS conmmits a m sdeneanor of the third deqgree. A

provi der who provides EMS wi thout a current registrati on of the

EMS provider's certification and wi thout other | egal authority

to provide EMS conmmits a summary of f ense.

(c) Fine.--In addition to any other civil renedy or crim nal

penalty provided for under this chapter, the departnent nmay | evy

a civil penalty of up to $5,000 per day upon a person who owns

or operates an EMS agency in this Commpbnweal th, w thout having a

license to operate that agency in this Commpbnweal th and a fine

of up to $1,000 per day upon a person who provi des EMS wi t hout

an EMS provider certification or other |egal authority to

provi de EMS.

8 7257. Adjudications and judicial review

Except as provided under this chapter for an energency

suspensi on, the departnent shall hold hearings and i ssue

adj udi cations in accordance with 2 Pa.C.S. (relating to

admi ni strative | aw and procedure). The adjudi cati ons nay be

appeal ed to the Commonweal th Court under 42 Pa.C.S. § 763
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(relating to direct appeals from gover nnent agenci es).

Section 2. The definition of "energency vehicle" in section
102 of Title 75 is amended to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:
* %k

"Emergency vehicle.” A fire departnment vehicle, police

vehicle, sheriff vehicle, anbul ance, advanced |ife support squad

vehicle, basic |ife support squad vehicle, blood delivery

vehi cl e, human organ delivery vehicle, hazardous materi al
response vehicle, arned forces energency vehicle, one vehicle
operated by a coroner or chief county nedical exam ner and one
vehi cl e operated by a chief deputy coroner or deputy chief
county nedi cal exam ner used for answering enmergency calls, a

vehicl e owned by or | eased to a regi onal enmergency nedi cal

services council that is used as authorized by the Departnent of

Health to respond to an actual or potential disaster, nass

casualty situation or substantial threat to the public health

any vehicle owned and operated by the Phil adel phia Parki ng

Aut hority established in accordance with 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 55
(relating to parking authorities) and used in the enforcenent of
53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 57 (relating to taxicabs and |linousines in first
class cities), or any other vehicle designated by the State
Pol i ce under section 6106 (relating to designation of energency
vehi cl es by Pennsylvania State Police), or a privately owned

vehi cl e used in answering an energency call when used by any of
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t he foll ow ng:

(1) A police chief and assistant chief.

(2) A fire chief, assistant chief and, when a fire
conpany has three or nore fire vehicles, a second or third
assi stant chief.

(3) Afire police captain and fire police |ieutenant.

(4) An anbul ance corps commander and assi st ant
commander .

(5) A river rescue conmander and assi stant commander.

(6) A county emergency nmanagenent coordi nator.

(7) A fire marshal.

(8) A rescue service chief and assistant chief.

* x *
Section 3. Chapter 31 of Title 75 is anmended by adding a
subchapter to read:

SUBCHAPTER C

Sec.

3121. EMS costs.

§ 3121. EMS costs.

In addition to any other costs that may be i nposed under this

part for a traffic violation, except for a parking violation, a

cost of $10 shall be i nposed. Money coll ected shall be forwarded

to the State Treasurer for deposit in the Emergency Medi cal

Servi ces Operati ng Fund.

Section 4. Section 3807(b)(1)(vii) of Title 75 is anended
and the paragraph is anmended by addi ng a subparagraph to read:

§ 3807. Accelerated Rehabilitative D sposition.

* * %

(b) Evaluation and treatnent. --
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(1) A defendant offered Accel erated Rehabilitative
Di sposition for a violation of section 3802 is, as a
condition of participation in the program subject to the
following requirenents in addition to any other conditions of
participation inposed by the court:

* x *

(vii) The defendant nust pay any other fee,
surcharge or cost required by | aw. Except as set forth in
subparagraph (vi) [or], (viii) or (ix), a fee or
financial condition inposed by a judge as a condition of
Accel erated Rehabilitative Disposition or any other
prelimnary disposition of any charge under this chapter
shall be distributed as provided for in 42 Pa.C. S. 88§
3571 (relating to Commonweal th portion of fines, etc.)
and 3573 (relating to municipal corporation portion of
fines, etc.).

* * %

(i x) The defendant shall pay a cost of $25 which

shall be forwarded to the State Treasurer for deposit in

t he Energency Medi cal Services Operati ng Fund.

* * %

Section 5. The addition of 35 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72 is a
continuation of the fornmer act of July 3, 1985, (P.L. 164,
No. 45), known as the Energency Medical Services Act. Except as
otherwi se provided in 35 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72, all activities
initiated under the Emergency Medical Services Act shal
continue and remain in full force and effect and may be
conpl eted under 35 Pa.C.S. Ch. 72. Resolutions, orders,
regul ati ons, rules and deci sions which were nade under the

Emer gency Medi cal Services Act and which are in effect on the

2008051420B2073 - 104 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

effective date of this section shall remain in full force and
effect until revoked, vacated or nodified under 35 Pa.C S. Ch.
72. Contracts, obligations and agreenents entered into under the
Emer gency Medi cal Services Act are not affected nor inpaired by
the repeal of the Energency Medical Services Act.

Section 6. Repeals are as follows:

(1) The General Assenbly declares that the repeal under
paragraph (2) is necessary to effectuate the addition of 35
Pa.C.S. Ch. 72.

(2) The act of July 3, 1985, (P.L.164, No.45), known as
t he Emergency Medi cal Services Act, is repealed.

Section 7. The Departnment of Health, in consultation with
the board, shall pronulgate all regul ati ons needed to inpl enent
this act within two years after the effective date of this
section. This act shall be liberally construed for that purpose,
and the absence of express authority to adopt regulations in any
provi sion of this act shall not be construed to preclude the
authority to adopt regulations to carry out that provision. Upon
pronmul gation of all regulations under this section, the
Secretary of Health shall transmt notice to the Legislative
Ref erence Bureau for publication in the Pennsyl vania Bulletin.

Section 8. Any reference in a statute or regulation to an
anbul ance service shall be interpreted as referencing an
energency nedi cal services agency and any reference to the act
of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45), known as the Enmergency Medi cal
Services Act, shall be construed as a reference to 72 Pa.C. S.

Ch. 72.

Section 9. This act shall take effect as foll ows:

(1) The addition of the foll ow ng provisions of 35

Pa.C.S. shall take effect 180 days after publication of the
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1 notice under section 7 of this act:

2 (i) Section 7213(a), (c), (d) and (n).
3 (ii) Section 7214.

4 (i) Section 7215.

5 (iv) Section 7216.

6 (v) Section 7217.

7 (vi) Section 7218.

8 (vii) Section 7219.

9 (viii) Section 7220.

10 (ix) Section 7222.

11 (x) Section 7229.

12 (xi) Section 7230.

13 (xii) Section 7231.

14 (xiii) Section 7232.

15 (xiv) Section 7233.

16 (xv) Section 7234.

17 (xvi) Section 7235.

18 (xvii) Section 7236.

19 (xviii) Section 7237.
20 (xi x) Section 7238.
21 (xx) Section 7240.
22 (xxi) Section 7241.
23 (xxii) Section 7242.
24 (2) The follow ng provisions shall take effect
25 i mredi atel y:
26 (i) The anmendnent of the definition of "energency
27 vehicle" in 75 Pa.C. S. § 102.
28 (ii) Section 5 of this act.
29 (i1ii) Section 6 of this act.
30 (iv) Section 7 of this act.
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1 (v) This section.
2 (3) The remainder of this act shall take effect in 180

3 days.
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